SUNDAY
MASS
READINGS

FIRST READING
ZEPHANIAH 2:3, 3:12-13
God dwells with the
humble.

PSALM

PSALM 145:7-10

The Lord is faithful and
just.

SECOND READING

1 CORINTHIANS 1:26-31
Strength in what the
world overlooks

GOSPEL
MATTHEW 5:1-12
True happiness is
found in humility,
mercy, and peace.

CATHOLIC CHURCH, THAMES

4th Sunday of Ordinary Time — Year A 1 February 2026

A DIFFERENT MEASURE OF
HAPPINESS

MATTHEW 5:1-12

In this Gospel, Jesus speaks words that sound almost upside
down to the world. He calls the poor blessed, the gentle
fortunate, and those who mourn truly happy.

The Beatitudes remind us that God's kingdom does not
reward power, success, or loud confidence. Instead, it grows
quietly in hearts that are humble, merciful, and open to Him.

Jesus does not promise an easy life — but He promises His
presence. In every struggle, every act of kindness, and every
moment we choose peace over pride, God is already at work.

This Sunday invites us to trust that even when life feels small

or fragile, we are never overlooked by God.

N ¢y Welcome to St. Francis of Assisi, Thames.
E - Visitors and parishioners alike are invited to join
k
: / us for morning tea in the Parish Centre after

Mass.



FRANCISCAN JUBILEE YEAR PROCLAIMED
BY POPE LEO XIV

From 10 January 2026 to 10 January 2027, the Church will celebrate a special Jubilee
Year of St. Francis of Assisi, marking the eighth centenary of his life and witness.

During this Jubilee Year, all the faithful are invited to follow the example of St. Francis
by growing in holiness, humility and peace, and by living the Gospel with renewed
simplicity and love for others. The Church also offers the opportunity to receive a
plenary indulgence under the usual conditions for those who take part devoutly in the
Jubilee celebrations, including pilgrimages to churches or places dedicated to St.
Francis.

While this Jubilee Year holds particular significance for the Franciscan family, its
graces are extended to all the faithful, including the elderly and the sick, who may
participate spiritually through prayer and offering their sufferings to God.

May the example of the Poverello of Assisi inspire us to live with authentic charity,
humility, and a sincere commitment to peace in our world.

Conditions for receiving the indulgence (for oneself or for the deceased)

¢ Sacramental confession to be in God's grace (in the eight days before or after);

e Participation in Mass and Eucharistic Communion;

e To visit in the form of a pilgrimage any Franciscan conventual church or place of
worship dedicated to St. Francis anywhere in the world, where one renews one’s
profession of faith through the recitation of the Creed, to reaffirm one’s Christian
identity;

e The recitation of the Lord’s Prayer, to reaffirm the dignity of Children of God,
received in Baptism;

e To pray for the intentions of the Holy Father, to reaffirm belonging to the Church,
whose foundation and visible centre of unity is the Roman Pontiff.

Auto Payment is one way parishioners may choose to support

the parish. This helps maintain parish life and services
Q throughout the year, including times when you may be away.
o We are grateful for your generosity and ongoing support.
RC Bishop of Auckland Parish Account Thames
y 02-0108-0706566-000
PLEASE NOTE: WE ONLY HAVE ONE COLLECTION

For priestly maintenance, you may contribute to the House account.
RC Bishop of Auckland Coromandel Region House Account 02-0108-0706566-001



ANYTHING BUT ORDINARY

Ordinary Time is not a pause between important moments — it is where most of our
Christian life actually unfolds. While seasons like Advent or Easter offer high points of
celebration and deep reflection, Ordinary Time is the long, steady heartbeat of our
faith.

The liturgical colour for this season is green, the colour of life and growth. Just as a
garden doesn’t bloom overnight, our spiritual lives require the quiet, steady
nourishment of the everyday. Week after week, we return to prayer, to community,
and to small acts of faithfulness that rarely feel dramatic, yet quietly shape who we
become.

We often look for God in the "mountain-top" experiences, but this season reminds us
that holiness grows slowly, through consistency rather than intensity. It is found in the
patience we show in a busy checkout line, the kindness we offer a tired neighbour,
and the simple discipline of showing up for God even when we don't feel particularly
"inspired."

By choosing love in these ordinary circumstances, we discover that there is actually
nothing "ordinary" about a life lived in Christ. Each day is a fresh opportunity to let His
grace take root in the soil of our routine.

Parish Fundraising Update:

HEARTS IN HARMONY

Nearly half of the concert tickets have already been sold, and the team encourages
everyone to help spread the word so the event can be a sell-out.

Tickets ($15) are also available from Carson's Bookstore, who have kindly agreed to
support the event.

Hearts in Harmony would also like to thank St George's Anglican Parish for featuring
the concert flyer and promotional video in their weekly newsletter.

Many thanks to those who have already donated prizes. Further contributions are
welcome — including chocolates or bottles of bubbly — and can be given to Golda or
Michal for the prize pool.Keep an eye out as well for an upcoming article in Valley
Profile, featuring Hearts in Harmony.

Ticket purchase and donations can be made to: :} ,? _
SF Club Bank account: 03-0458-0027280-000 f’



CHURCH WEEKLY ROSTER

READERS

1Feb Rio Maulana | Margaret Mabey

8 Feb Jaren Lewis | Barbara Hennesey

15 Feb  Gill Benton | Shelley Johnson TAP& Go
MINISTERS OF EUCHARIST / SACRISTAN

1 Feb Rio | Ben | Frank | Barbara

8 Feb  Judy | Michael | Yolanda Donating by Card
OFFERTORY / GIFTS
1Feb Ephrita | Kristina
8 Feb Olivia | Patrick
15 Feb  Ethan | Gogo

MORNING TEA
1 Feb Team Merla

If you wish to donate but do not have
cash, a Tap & Go device is available at
the rear of the church.

Please select a preset amount (or enter
your preferred amount - minimum $5),

8 Feb Tearn Liturgy then hold your card against the reader

to complete your donation.

15 Feb  Team Pastoral Council

FLOWERS

Feb Michelle
March  Liz

April Judy | Marie

ALTAR SERVERS

1Feb Luke | Jaren | Patrick

8 Feb  Haydon | Marilyn

CHURCH CLEANING

Feb Wk 1 Group 1

Jenny Cooper | David Cooper | Eileen Henderson

PARISH INFORMATION

Presbytery Parish Office Sunday Masses
111 Baillie Street, 111 Baillie Street, Thames: 8:30 a.m.
Thames 3500 Thames 3500 St. Paschal’s Ngatea: 10:30 a.m.
Ph: 07 868 6169 Ph: 07 868 9407

Email: Weekday Masses

Fr. Adrianus Nahal OFM

stfrancisthames@xtra.co.nz Tuesdays & Thursdays:
Mob: 022 018 3991

515 p.m. in chapel

Email: Administrator: Rio Maulana with Rosary 20 minutes before Mass
adrianusnahalofm@gmail.com Mob: 022 388 7782
Email: hereisrio@gmail.com Wednesdays & Saturdays:

Fr. Yornes Panggur OFM 9:15 a.m. in chapel

Mob: 022 525 9931 St. Francis School with Rosary 20 minutes before Mass
Email: 202 MacKay Street,
yornespanggur@gmail.com Thames 3500 Fridays:
Principal: Christian loka Rosary at 11:00 a.m.
Pastoral Care Ph: 07 868 7655 with Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament

Sister Paula Cronin

Ph: 07 868 6310 Ministry to the Sick/Elderly

Email: sisterp3@outlook.com Coordinator: Sister Paula Cronin
Ph: 07 868 6310 No Mass on Mondays

(Reconciliation available during Adoration)
Mass at 12:15 p.m. in chapel



