The Baptism of the Lord — Year A

SUNDAY
MASS
READINGS

FIRST READING
ISAIAH 42:1-4, 6-7
God’'s chosen servant,
bringing justice and
light.

SECOND READING
ACTS 10:34-38
God shows no
partiality.

GOSPEL

MATTHEW 3:13-17
“This is my beloved
Son, with whom | am
well pleased.”
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BELOVED AND CHOSEN

MATTHEW 3:13-17

In today's Gospel, Jesus steps into the waters of the Jordan -
not because He needs repentance, but because He chooses
solidarity. He enters fully into our human story, standing
where we stand, meeting us where we are.

As Jesus is baptised, the heavens open. The Spirit descends
like a dove, and the voice of the Father is heard: “This is my
Son, the Beloved; with Him | am well pleased.” Before Jesus
performs miracles, before He teaches or heals, He is first
named and loved.

The Baptism of the Lord reminds us that our own baptism is
not simply something from the past. It is a living identity. We
are claimed by God, beloved before we do anything, and

called to live as children of light in the world.

As we begin Ordinary Time, may we remember who we are -
and whose we are - and walk forward with confidence,
knowing that God delights in us.



FAREWELL TO THE FAHEY FAMILY

It is with a mixture of gratitude and sadness that we farewell Oliver and the Fahey
family as they prepare to embark on their next chapter.

Oliver has been an outstanding Principal of our school. He has been a pleasure to work
with, always approachable and supportive, and generously involved in parish life — from
recognising readers at Sunday Mass to willingly stepping forward to assist as a
Eucharist minister.

We also give heartfelt thanks to Mikaela, who, for several years, organised a vibrant and
joyful youth group that we were very proud of. Her dedication and energy made a
lasting impact on our young people.

Their children have been a familiar and much-loved part of our parish community:
Francis, Maera, and Ambrose as altar servers, and Frederick, whom we have watched
grow from a newborn and who we are sure will be joining them at the altar before long.

The Fahey family will soon make their home in Rangiora, Christchurch. While their
departure is truly our loss, it will certainly be a great gain for their new school and
community.

As a small token of our appreciation for their dedication and service, the parish has
gifted the family a voucher to Ninja Valley Playground, which we hope they will enjoy

together as a well-deserved day of fun and relaxation.

We wish Oliver, Mikaela and their family every success and happiness in the future. May
God bless them, guide them, and keep them safe.

They will be deeply missed!

Auto Payment is one way parishioners may choose to support
the parish. This helps maintain parish life and services
Q throughout the year, including times when you may be away.
O We are grateful for your generosity and ongoing support.
RC Bishop of Auckland Parish Account Thames
y 02-0108-0706566-000
PLEASE NOTE: WE ONLY HAVE ONE COLLECTION

For priestly maintenance, you may contribute to the House account.
RC Bishop of Auckland Coromandel Region House Account 02-0108-0706566-001



\Would you like to serve as a Eucharist Minister?

Our parish is seeking parishioners who may feel called to serve as Extraordinary Ministers of
Holy Communion.

This is a meaningful way to serve our community - assisting with the distribution of the
Eucharist during Mass, and at times bringing Holy Communion to those who are unable to
attend Mass due to illness or age.

If you feel comfortable serving reverently during Mass and feel this might be something you'd
like to offer, we would love to hear from you. Training and support will be provided.

If you're interested, or simply curious to learn more, please contact Rio at the Parish Office or
have a chat with one of the priests after Mass.

o

Volunteers Needed - Parish Centre Clear-Out

We're looking for a few helping hands to help clear out one of the rooms at the Parish Centre. The
work mainly involves moving and removing furniture, so anyone who is able to help with lifting or
transporting items would be greatly appreciated. If you're available to lend a hand, even for a short
time, please contact Rio at the Parish Office. Any help offered will make a big difference - thank
you!

Our Hearts in Harmony fundraising event has received some wonderful online support, thanks to a
recent post on the Thames/Coromandel community Facebook page by Monika Lange.

The post can be viewed via the link below:
https://www.facebook.com/share/p/1A24WphEGX/?mibextid=wwXIfr

If you use Facebook and would like to help spread the word, we warmly invite you to view the post
and show your support by liking, commenting, or sharing it with others. Every little bit helps!

Even friends and family outside of Thames are welcome to support our fundraiser by purchasing
tickets or making donations.

Ticket purchase and donations can be made to:

SF Club

Bank account: 03-0458-0027280-000

Our group will have a stall at the Thames Saturday Market. Please find us outside the Crown Lynn
Shop on Saturday 17 & 24 January, 8:00 a.m. - 12 noon. Tickets will be available, and volunteers are
welcome to stop by, chat, and help the group spread the word.

Thank you for your continued support of our Parish Centre Appeal.



CHURCH WEEKLY ROSTER

READERS

1 Jan Aidan Tinto | Barbara Hennessey

18 Jan Jill Benton | Shelley Johnson

25 Jan Peter McAuliffe | Margaret Quinn

1 Feb Rio Maulana | Margaret Mabey
EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS OF EUCHARIST/SACRISTAN
1 Jan Judy | Yolanda | Rio

18 Jan Jenny | Rio | Ben

25Jan Michael | Barbara | Yolanda

1 Feb Rio | Ben | Jenny | Barbara
OFFERTORY/GIFTS
1 Jan Miguel | Gogo

18 Jan Arosh | Ashan
25Jan Patrick | Haydon

1 Feb Ephrita | Kristina

ALTAR SERVERS

1 Jan Marilyn | Maire | Rillaniya | Sia
18 Jan Dimple | Aileen | Afreta

25 Jan Lachlan | Charlotte | Jaren | Ayla
1 Feb Luke | Jaren | Patrick

FLOWERS

Jan Shelley

Feb Michelle

Mar Liz

CHURCH CLEANING
Jan Wk 1Group 3 Mary Wenzlick | Judy Thomas

PARISH INFORMATION

Presbytery Parish Office
111 Baillie Street, Thames 3500 111 Baillie Street, Thames 3500

Ph: 868 6169 Email: stfrancisthames@xtra.co.nz
Administrator: Rio Maulana

Fr. Adrianus Nahal OFM Mob: 022 388 7782

Mob: 022 018 3991 Email: hereisrio@gmail.com

Email:

adrianusnahalofm@gmail.com
St. Francis School

Fr. Yornes Panggur OFM Principal: Christian loka
Mob: 022 525 9931 Ph: 868 7655
Email:

yornespanggur@gmail.com Ministry to the Sick/Elderly

Sister Paula Cronin (Coordinator)

Pastoral Care Ph: 868 6310
Sister Paula Cronin

Ph: 868 6310

Email: sisterp3@outiook.com

TAP&GO

Donating by Card

If you wish to donate but do not have
cash, a Tap & Go device is available at
the rear of the church.

Please select a preset amount (or enter
your preferred amount - minimum $5),
then hold your card against the reader

to complete your donation.

Mon No Mass

Rosary & Mass

Tue .
Y 515 p.m. in chapel
Rosary & Mass
Wed
© 915 a.m. in chapel
Thi Rosary.& Mass
515 p.m. in chapel
. Rosary & Mass
Fri .
12:15 p.m. in chapel
Sat Rosary & Mass

9:15 a.m. in chapel

Mass in church
Sun Thames 8:30 a.m.
Ngatea 10:30 a.m.




