CATHOLIC CHURCH, THAMES

25 January 2026

3rd Sunday of Ordinary Time — Year A

SUNDAY
MASS
READINGS

FIRST READING
ISAIAH 8:23, 9:3
Lights break through
where hope once
seemed lost.

PSALM

PSALM 26:1, 4, 13-14
Trust in the Lord, our
refuge and guiding

light.

SECOND READING

1 CORINTHIANS 1:10-13,17
We are reminded to walk

together in unity and
love.

GOSPEL

MATTHEW 4:12-23
Jesus calls ordinary
people to follow Him

and share His mission.

CALLED INTO THE LIGHT

MATTHEW 4:12-23

Jesus begins his ministry not in comfort or certainty, but in
movement. He walks into ordinary places - along the sea, into
daily work, into people’s routines - and calls them right where
they are.

“Come follow me,” he says. And somehow, lives change
direction.

This Gospel reminds us that God's call often comes quietly,
woven into everyday life. We don't need to be ready, perfect,
or confident - only willing to listen and take the next step.
When we choose to follow, even imperfectly, Christ brings
light into our ordinary days and invites us to become bearers
of that light for others.



IN THE SPIRIT OF ST. FRANCIS: A JUBILEE YEAR
10 JANUARY 2026 - 10 JANUARY 2027

The Jubilee Year of Saint Francis is a special time of reflection, renewal, and gratitude
for the life and witness of Saint Francis of Assisi. During this year, we are invited to
pause and reflect on our own journey of faith, drawing inspiration from Francis’ deep
love for God, his humility, and his joyful commitment to living the Gospel.

This Jubilee year calls us to renew our commitment to peace, simplicity, and care for
one another, especially those on the margins. It also invites us to rediscover a deeper
respect and love for all creation, recognising it as a gift entrusted to us by God.

Inspired by Saint Francis’ example, may this Jubilee year be a time of spiritual renewal
for our parish community, encouraging us to walk together with compassion,
generosity, and trust in God'’s providence.

Auto Payment is one way parishioners may choose to support
the parish. This helps maintain parish life and services
Q throughout the year, including times when you may be away.
O We are grateful for your generosity and ongoing support.
RC Bishop of Auckland Parish Account Thames
y 02-0108-0706566-000
PLEASE NOTE: WE ONLY HAVE ONE COLLECTION

For priestly maintenance, you may contribute to the House account.
RC Bishop of Auckland Coromandel Region House Account 02-0108-0706566-001



A Message of Thanks from the Favey Family

The Favey family would like to express their heartfelt thanks to the
parish community for the generous gift they received from St. Francis
parish. The children recently enjoyed a fun-filled visit to ninja Valley -
a joyful way to help them settle into life in Christchurch.

They send their love to the parish and assure us that they continue to
keep the St. Francis community in their prayers each day.

The family shared the following message with us:

"We would like to say thank you from the bottom of our hearts! We did not
expect such a generous gift from St. Francis parish. Here are the kids after an
hour and a half of fun at Ninja Valley. It was a lovely way to settle in
Christchurch.

We miss you and are continuing to pray for you all each day.”

"Start by doing what is necessary, then what
is possible and suddenly you are doing
the impossible.”" - St. Francis of Assisi

Would you like to serve as an Extraordinary

Minister of Holy Communion?

Our parish warmly invites anyone who may feel called to serve as an
Extraordinary Minister of the Holy Communion. This ministry is a quiet but
meaningful way of serving our community, both during Mass and at times
by bringing Holy Communion to those who are unable to attend due to
illness or age.

If you would like to know more or simply wish to have a conversation,
please speak with one of the priests after Mass or contact Rio at the Parish
Office.




CHURCH WEEKLY ROSTER

=

READERS

25 Jan Peter McAuliffe | Margaret Quinn TAP&GO
1 Feb Rio Maulana | Margaret Mabey

8 Feb Jaren Lewis | Barbara Hennesey

MINISTERS OF EUCHARIST / SACRISTAN Donating by Card

25 Jan Michael | Barbara | Yolanda
1 Feb Rio | Ben | Frank | Barbara
8 Feb Judy | Michael | Rio
OFFERTORY/GIFTS

25Jan Patrick | Haydon

1Feb Ephrita | Kristina

8 Feb Olivia | Patrick

ALTAR SERVERS

Lachlan | Charlotte | Jaren | Ayla

25 Jan

1Feb Luke | Jaren | Patrick
FLOWERS

Jan Shelley

Feb Michelle

Mar Liz

CHURCH CLEANING
Jan Wk 3 Group 4

Martin de Vassy | Yolanda Kirkberg | Eileen Henderson

PARISH INFORMATION

Presbytery
111 Baillie Street, Thames 3500
Ph: 868 6169

Fr. Adrianus Nahal OFM

Mob: 022 018 3991

Email:
adrianusnahalofm@gmail.com

Fr. Yornes Panggur OFM
Mob: 022 525 9931

Email:
yornespanggur@gmail.com

Pastoral Care

Sister Paula Cronin

Ph: 07 868 6310

Email: sisterp3@outlook.com

Parish Office
111 Baillie Street, Thames 3500
Email: stfrancisthames@xtra.co.nz

Administrator: Rio Maulana
Mob: 022 388 7782
Email: hereisrio@gmail.com

St. Francis School

202 MacKay Street, Thames 3500
Principal: Christian loka

Ph: 07 868 7655

Ministry to the Sick/Elderly
Coordinator: Sister Paula Cronin
Ph: 07 868 6310

If you wish to donate but do not have
cash, a Tap & Go device is available at
the rear of the church.

Please select a preset amount (or enter
your preferred amount - minimum $5),
then hold your card against the reader
to complete your donation.

Sunday Masses
Thames: 8:30 a.m.
St. Paschal's Ngatea: 10:30 a.m.

Weekday Masses
Tuesdays & Thursdays:
515 p.m. in chapel
with Rosary 20 minutes before Mass

Wednesdays & Saturdays:
9:15 a.m. in chapel
with Rosary 20 minutes before Mass

Fridays:
12:15 p.m. in chapel

with Rosary 20 minutes before Mass

No Mass on Mondays



