SUNDAY
MASS
READINGS

FIRST READING
ISAIAH 58:7-10
Faith lived through
mercy and justice.

PSALM

PSALM 111:4-9

Cod's light shines
through the righteous.

SECOND READING

1 CORINTHIANS 2:1-5
Faith grounded in God,
not eloquence.

GOSPEL

MATTHEW 5:13-16
You are the salt of the
earth and the light of
the world.

CATHOLIC CHURCH, THAMES

5th Sunday of Ordinary Time — Year A 8 February 2026

SHINING WITHOUT
STRIVING

MATTHEW 5:13-16

This Sunday’s readings invite us to reflect on a faith that is not
hidden, but quietly lived.

Isaiah reminds us that true worship is expressed through
compassion and justice. St. Paul speaks of a faith grounded
not in clever words, but in the power of God. In the Gospel,
Jesus calls us salt and light - simple elements that transform

everything they touch.

Living our faith does not require grand gestures. Small,

faithful acts - patience, kindness, quiet service - are often how
God’s light shines most clearly in the world.

Welcome to St. Francis of Assisi, Thames.
Visitors and parishioners alike are invited to join
us for morning tea in the Parish Centre after
Mass.



ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI:
PATRON SAINT OF ECOLOGY

St. Francis of Assisi is remembered not only for his humility and love of the poor, but
also for deep reverence for creation. In 1979, Pope St. John Paul |l named him the
Patron Saint of Ecology, recognising St. Francis's view of the natural world as a gift
entrusted to us by God.

In this Canticle of the Creatures, St. Francis praised God through “Brother Sun,”
“Sister Moon,” and “Sister Mother Earth,” reminding us that creation is not to be
dominated but cherished. He believed all living things reflected God's love, and his
respect for animals and the environment flowed naturally from his faith.

St. Francis's example invites us to look again at our relationship with creation - to
move away from waste and indifference, and toward gratitude, care, and
responsibility. Even small acts, done with love, become ways of honouring God'’s
creation.

As a parish under the patronage of St. Francis, we are encouraged to live this spirit
daily: caring for our shared home, respecting all life, and remembering that creation
itself is a song of praise to God.

Auto Payment is one way parishioners may choose to support
the parish. This helps maintain parish life and services
Q throughout the year, including times when you may be away.
O We are grateful for your generosity and ongoing support.
RC Bishop of Auckland Parish Account Thames
y 02-0108-0706566-000
PLEASE NOTE: WE ONLY HAVE ONE COLLECTION

For priestly maintenance, you may contribute to the House account.
RC Bishop of Auckland Coromandel Region House Account 02-0108-0706566-001



D NEW PARISH EMAIL ADDRESS

St. Francis of Assisi Parish, Thames, now has a new email address
A for parish correspondence:

stfrancisparish.thames@gmail.com
This will allow us to respond more promptly to enquiries. The previous email address
will continue to be monitored for a short time during the transition.

RETURN OF PALMS
FOR ASH WEDNESDAY

Parishioners are kindly invited to return palms from last year's
Palm Sunday. These will be burned to prepare the ashes for the
upcoming Ash Wednesday. Please place returned palms in the

designated collection area at the church.by next Sunday.

A king's heart is a stream of water in the hand
of the Lord; He directs it wherever He pleases.
- Proverbs 21:1

Parish Fundraising Update:

HEARTS IN HARMONY

More than half of our tickets have already been sold, and we encourage everyone to
keep up the momentum to help make this event a sell-out.

We have recived a generous gift from local business and members of our community,
with some wonderful prizes and raffles planned for the evening.

Tickets are also available from Carson's Bookstore - please support them if you can -
and from the reception at St. Francis Catholic School.

A heartfelt thank you also to the talented bakers of our parish who have kindly
volunteered to bake cakes and muffins for sale at the event.

Ticket purchase and donations can be made to: iﬁ
SF Club Bank account: 03-0458-0027280-000



CHURCH WEEKLY ROSTER

READERS
8 Feb Jaren Lewis | Barbara Hennesey
15 Feb Gill Benton | Shelley Johnson

22 Feb Peter McAuliffe | Margaret Quinn

MINISTERS OF EUCHARIST / SACRISTAN
8 Feb Judy | Michael | Yolanda

15 Feb Rio | Ben | Barbara

22 Feb Rio | Judy | Yolanda

OFFERTORY / GIFTS

8 Feb Olivia | Patrick

15 Feb  Ethan | Gogo

22 Feb  Anna Maria | Avery

MORNING TEA

8 Feb Team Liturgy

15 Feb  Team Pastoral Council
22 Feb Team Yolanda

FLOWERS

Feb Michelle
March Liz

April Judy | Marie

ALTAR SERVERS

8 Feb Haydon | Marilyn

15 Feb Luke | Jaren | Patrick
22 Feb TBA

CHURCH CLEANING

Feb Wk 1 Group 1

Jenny Cooper | David Cooper |
Eileen Henderson

MASS TIMES

PARISH INFORMATION

Presbytery
111 Baillie Street, Thames 3500
Ph: 07 868 6169

Fr. Adrianus Nahal OFM
Mob: 022 018 3991
Email: adrianusnahalofm@gmail.com

Fr. Yornes Panggur OFM
Mob: 022 525 9931
Email: yornespanggur@gmail.com

Parish Office

111 Baillie Street, Thames 3500
Administrator: Rio Maulana

Ph: 07 868 9407 Mob: 022 388 7782

Email: stfrancisparish.thames@gmail.com

St. Francis School

202 MacKay Street, Thames 3500
Principal: Christian loka

Ph: 07 868 7655

Ministry to the Sick/Elderly & Pastoral Care
Coordinator: Sister Paula Cronin

Ph: 07 868 6310

Email: sisterp3@outlook.com

Sunday Masses
Thames: 8:30 a.m.
St. Paschal's Ngatea: 10:30 a.m.

Weekday Masses
No Mass on Mondays

Tuesdays & Thursdays:
515 p.m. in the chapel
with Rosary 20 minutes before Mass

Wednesdays & Saturdays:
915 a.m. in the chapel
with Rosary 20 minutes before Mass

Fridays:

Rosary at 11:00 a.m.

and Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament
Mass at 12:15 p.m. in the chapel
(Reconciliation is available during Adoration)

=0

TAP&GO

Donating by Card

If you wish to donate but do not have cash, a Tap & Go device is available at the rear of the church.
Please select a preset amount (or enter your preferred amount - minimum $5), then hold your card against the

reader to complete your donation.



