CATHOLIC CHURCH, THAMES

4th Sunday of Lent — Year A 15th of March 2026
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SUNDAY LIVING IN HIGH DEFINITION
MASS JOHN 9:1, 6-9, 13-17, 34-38
READINGS The man born blind in today's Gospel had spent his whole life

as a "background character." People didn't really see him; they
saw a problem to be solved or a theological question to

FIRST READING

1 SAMUEL 16:1, 6-7,
10-13

God chooses David.

debate ("Who sinned, this man or his parents?").

When Jesus heals him, the man doesn'’t just get his sight; he
gets his life back. But interestingly, the people around him
struggle with the change. They liked him better when they
had him "figured out" as the blind beggar. Now that he can

PSALM 22
The Lord is my
shepherd.

see, he's a bit inconvenient.

This story is a reminder that healing isn't just about eyes—it's

about perspective. Sometimes we get stuck seeing our lives
(and the people in them) in low resolution. We get used to the
"same old" problems and the "same old" routines until we're

SECOND READING
EPHESIANS 5: 8-14
Walk as children of
light.

practically living in the dark.

Jesus invites us to step out of the shadows of "how things
have always been." What's one area of your life where you've
become a bit "blind" to the beauty or the possibilities? This
week, let's try to look at our lives with fresh eyes.

GOSPEL

JOHN 9:1, 6-9, 13-17,
34-38

Jesus heals the blind.

Welcome to St. Francis of Assisi, Thames.
Visitors and parishioners alike are invited to join
us for morning tea in the Parish Centre after
Mass.




THE "MIRROR"” TEST

The people in today's Gospel were "spiritually nearsighted." They were so focused on
their own opinions that they couldn't see the miracle standing right in front of them.
They saw a "beggar" or a "problem," but they missed the human being.

St. Francis of Assisi believed that every person is a mirror reflecting God's love. The
trouble is, our mirrors get smudged by stress, judgment, and busy schedules. We stop
seeing the reflection and only see the "smudge."

This Week'’s Jubilee Challenge: Try the 3-Second Wipe. When someone annoys you this
week, pause for three seconds. Mentally "wipe the mirror" and try to see one way they
reflect something good. It's a simple way to move from "blindness" to "sight" in your
daily life.

Jubilee Action: Clean a literal mirror at home this week. As you do, ask for the grace to
see others without the "filters" of judgment.

Auto Payment is one way parishioners may choose to support
the parish. This helps maintain parish life and services
Q throughout the year, including times when you may be away.
O We are grateful for your generosity and ongoing support.
RC Bishop of Auckland Parish Account Thames
y 02-0108-0706566-000
PLEASE NOTE: WE ONLY HAVE ONE COLLECTION

For priestly maintenance, you may contribute to the House account.
RC Bishop of Auckland Coromandel Region House Account 02-0108-0706566-001



HOLY WEEK MASS TIMES

Palm Holy Good Easter Easter
Sunday Thursday Friday Vigil Sunday
29/03/2026 02/04/2026 | 03/02/2026 | 04/03/2026 | 05/03/2026
Thames 8:30 a.m. 7:00 p.m. 3:00 p.m. 7:30 p.m. 8:30 a.m.
Ngatea 10:30 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. 530 p.m. -

Note: There will be no weekday Mass on Thursday and Friday during Holy Week.

St. Francis Club Invitation

Thank you to everyone who has completed the pink survey form.

The St. Francis Club warmly welcomes new members. We meet six times a year, and

attendance at every meeting is not required.

If you would like to join, please speak with Alvi, Sr. Paula, Judy Thomas, Joyan Lewis, or
Barbara Takase. We would love to have you as part of the team!

BLIAITH & SERVICESS

The next CWL raffle will take place on 22 March.
Thank you for your continued support.

Windfall Returns!
Our Windfall fundraising game ran for 12 months from October
2024 and aised $9,200, helping fund urgent repairs to the

presbytery.

After a six-month break, Windfall will begin again for another year,

starting Easter Saturday, 4 April 2026.
We welcome new players! Simply complete the purple form in the church foyer and
place it in the Windfall box.

there.

Parish Pichic - Waiomu Beach

Come and join us for a parish Picnic at Waiomu Beach on
Sunday, 22 March at 12:30 PM.
Bring your own picnic lunch and drinks. Outdoor games are
welcome! The Social Committee looks forward to seeing you




CHURCH WEEKLY ROSTER
READERS

15 Mar  Jaren Lewis | Shelley Johnson

22 Mar  Gill Benton | Margaret Quinn

29 Mar  Peter McAuliffe | Margaret Mabey
MINISTERS OF EUCHARIST / SACRISTAN
15 Mar  Ben | Judy | Rio | Judy

22 Mar  Neyoni | Ben | Jubin | Rio

29 Mar  Michael | Barbara | Judy | Barbara
ALTAR SERVERS

15 Mar  Luke | Patrick | Lachlan | Charlotte
22 Mar  Dimple | Rillaniya | Miguel | Sia
29 Mar Aidan | Serah | Auleen | Ayla
OFFERTORY / GIFTS

15 Mar  Arosh | Ashan

22 Mar  Olivia | Kristina

29 Mar Ethan | Go-Go

FLOWERS

Mar Liz

Apr Judy | Marie
May Mary W.

CHURCH CLEANING

Mar Wk 3 Group 4

Martin de Vassy | Yolanda Kirkbeck |
Eileen Henderson

MORNING TEA

15 Mar Team Liturgy

22 Mar Team Pastoral Council

29 Mar Team Yolanda

MASS TIMES

PARISH INFORMATION

Presbytery
111 Baillie Street, Thames 3500
Ph: 07 868 6169

Fr. Adrianus Nahal OFM
Mob: 022 018 3991
Email: adrianusnahalofm@gmail.com

Fr. Yornes Panggur OFM
Mob: 022 525 9931
Email: yornespanggur@gmail.com

Parish Office

1M Baillie Street, Thames 3500

Secretary: Rio Maulana

Ph: 07 868 9407 Mob: 022 388 7782

Email: stfrancisparish.thames@gmail.com

St. Francis School

202 MacKay Street, Thames 3500
Principal: Christian loka

Ph: 07 868 7655

Ministry to the Sick/Elderly & Pastoral Care
Coordinator: Sister Paula Cronin

Ph: 07 868 6310

Email: sisterp3@outlook.com

Sunday Masses
Thames: 8:30 a.m.
St. Paschal's Ngatea: 10:30 a.m.

Weekday Masses
No Mass on Mondays

Tuesdays & Thursdays:
5:15 p.m. in the chapel
with Rosary 20 minutes before Mass

Wednesdays & Saturdays:
9:15 a.m. in the chapel
with Rosary 20 minutes before Mass

Fridays:

Rosary at 11:00 a.m.

and Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament
Mass at 12:15 p.m. in the chapel
(Reconciliation is available during Adoration)

“We must not be wise and prudent
according to the flesh. Rather, we must be
simple, humble and pure.”

-St. Francis of Assisi
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