
LIFE AFTER THE END

We’ve all been there: you’ve said the prayers, you’ve done the
work, and you’re waiting for a breakthrough... but nothing
happens. In today’s Gospel, Martha and Mary are living that
frustration. They sent for Jesus, but by the time He arrives,
their brother Lazarus has been in the tomb for four days. Their
first words to Him are a bit of a gut-punch: "Lord, if you had
been here, my brother would not have died."

It’s an incredibly honest, human moment. They felt let down.
But Jesus wasn't "late" because He didn't care; He was waiting
for a moment where He could show them something even
bigger than a quick fix.

Sometimes, the "four days in the tomb" moments in our own
lives—the situations that feel cold, finished, or beyond hope—
are exactly where the biggest transformations happen. Jesus
doesn’t just offer a band-aid; He offers a total reset.

JOHN 11:3-7, 17, 20-27, 33-45
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SUNDAY
MASS
READINGS

FIRST READING
EZEKIEL 37:12-14
I  wi l l  open your  graves .

SECOND READING
ROMANS 8:8-11
His  Spir i t  dwel ls  in  you.

GOSPEL
JOHN 11 :3-7 ,  17 ,  20-27,
33-45
I  am the Resurrect ion .

PSALM 129
With the Lord is  mercy

Welcome to St. Francis of Assisi, Thames.
Visitors and parishioners alike are invited to join
us for morning tea in the Parish Centre after
Mass.



St. Francis of Assisi knew that to truly live, you have to travel light. He spent his life
"unbinding" himself from anything that kept him from being his true self. He realised
that God doesn’t just want us to survive; He wants us to be free.

This Week’s Jubilee Challenge: What is one "grave cloth" you’re still wearing? Maybe
it’s a piece of perfectionism that makes you miserable, or a resentment that feels heavy.
This week, pick one thing to "Unbind." Every time that thought or habit pops up, say: "I’m
letting this go. I’m choosing life."

Jubilee Action: Literally untie and re-tie your shoes slowly one morning this week. As
you do, imagine you are untying one old fear or habit that has been keeping you from
moving forward.

Auto Payment is one way parishioners may choose to support
the parish. This helps maintain parish life and services
throughout the year, including times when you may be away.
We are grateful for your generosity and ongoing support.

RC Bishop of Auckland Parish Account Thames
02-0108-0706566-000
PLEASE NOTE: WE ONLY HAVE ONE COLLECTION

For priestly maintenance, you may contribute to the House account.
RC Bishop of Auckland Coromandel Region House Account  02-0108-0706566-001

THE GREAT "UNBINDING"

When Lazarus walked out of the tomb, he was still
wrapped head-to-toe in burial cloths. He was alive,
but he couldn't exactly go anywhere! Jesus had to
give one final command to the crowd: "Unbind him
and let him go."

We often do the same thing. We receive grace, we
have a "new start," but we’re still tripping over our old
"grave clothes"—the grudges we can't let go of, the
"I’m not good enough" stories we tell ourselves, or the
habits that keep us stuck in the dark.



Palm
Sunday

29/03/2026

Holy
Thursday

02/04/2026

Good
Friday

03/04/2026

Easter
Vigil

04/04/2026

Easter
Sunday

05/04/2026

Thames 8:30 a.m. 7:00 p.m. 3:00 p.m. 7:30 p.m. 8:30 a.m.

Ngatea 10:30 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. 5:30 p.m. -

HOLY WEEK MASS TIMES

CWL Meeting will be held on Monday, 23 March at 2:00 PM in
the Parish Centre

-
The next CWL Easter raffle will take place on 5 April.
Tickets are $2

Note:  There will be no weekday Mass on Thursday and Friday during Holy Week.

@stfrancisyouthgroupthames                           St Francis Youth Group Thames

Youth Group Update
Our Treasure Hunt, originally planned for this Friday, has been
cancelled so that everyone can attend Stations of the Cross and
Reconciliation.
We’re taking a short break for the rest of Lent, but we can’t wait
to see you all back for our next adventure after Easter!

Stay connected between meetings! Follow us for behind-the-scenes fun and quick
updates on all our upcoming activities.

Booms Rest Home Service
Next Sunday, March 29, our parish will be leading a special
service for the residents at Booms Rest Home at 11:00 AM. If you
have an hour to spare, please come along! Your presence and a
friendly smile mean the world to the residents.



“We are al l  poor s inners and unworthy even to mention your name,  
and so we beg our Lord Jesus Christ ,  your beloved Son,  in  whom you

are wel l  pleased,  and the Holy Spir it ,  to  give you thanks
for  everything.”

-St .  Francis  of  Ass is i

Presbytery
111 Baillie Street, Thames 3500
Ph: 07 868 6169

Fr. Adrianus Nahal OFM
Mob: 022 018 3991
Email: adrianusnahalofm@gmail.com

Fr. Yornes Panggur OFM
Mob: 022 525 9931
Email: yornespanggur@gmail.com

Parish Office
111 Baillie Street, Thames 3500
Secretary: Rio Maulana
Ph: 07 868 9407 Mob: 022 388 7782
Email: stfrancisparish.thames@gmail.com

St. Francis School
202 MacKay Street, Thames 3500
Principal: Christian Ioka
Ph: 07 868 7655

Ministry to the Sick/Elderly & Pastoral Care
Coordinator: Sister Paula Cronin
Ph: 07 868 6310
Email: sisterp3@outlook.com

Mar Wk 3 Group 4   
Martin de Vassy | Yolanda Kirkbeck |
Eileen Henderson

CHURCH WEEKLY ROSTER 

PARISH INFORMATION

Liz
Judy | Marie
Mary W.

READERS

MINISTERS OF EUCHARIST / SACRISTAN

OFFERTORY / GIFTS

MORNING TEA

FLOWERS

ALTAR SERVERS
22 Mar
29 Mar
5 Apr

CHURCH CLEANING

MASS TIMES

Sunday Masses
Thames: 8:30 a.m.
St. Paschal’s Ngatea: 10:30 a.m.

Weekday Masses
No Mass on Mondays

Tuesdays & Thursdays:
5:15 p.m. in the chapel
with Rosary 20 minutes before Mass

Wednesdays & Saturdays:
9:15 a.m. in the chapel
with Rosary 20 minutes before Mass

Fridays:
Rosary at 11:00 a.m. 
and Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament
Mass at 12:15 p.m. in the chapel
(Reconciliation is available during Adoration)

Gill Benton | Margaret Quinn
Peter McAuliffe | Margaret Mabey
Rio Maulana | Barbara Hennessey

22 Mar
29 Mar
5 Apr

22 Mar
29 Mar
5 Apr

22 Mar
29 Mar
5 Apr

22 Mar
29 Mar
5 Apr

Mar
Apr
May

Neyoni | Ben | Jubin | Rio
Barbara | Michael | Margie | Rio
Ben | Margie | Judy | Judy

Olivia | Kristina
Ethan | Go-Go
Kristina | Pearce

Team Pastoral Council
Team Yolanda
Team Kerala

Dimple | Rillaniya | Miguel | Sia
Aidan | Serah | Aileen | Ayla
Patrick | Alfreta | Rillaniya | Aileen
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