Palm Sunday — Year A

SUNDAY
MASS
READINGS

FIRST READING
ISAIAH 50:4-7
| set my face like flint.

PSALM 21:8-9, 17-20,
23-24

My God, why have you
abandoned me?

SECOND READING
PHILIPPIANS 2:6-11
He emptied himself.

GOSPEL
MATTHEW 26:14, 27-66
Truly, this was the Son
of God.

CATHOLIC CHURCH, THAMES

29th of March 2026

THE SILENCE OF THE KING

MATTHEW 26:14, 27-66

In Matthew's account of the Passion, we see Jesus moving
through a whirlwind of noise: the shouting of the crowds, the
accusations of the high priests, and the mocking of the
soldiers. Yet, in the middle of the chaos, Jesus often remains
silent.

This silence isn't a sign of defeat, but of profound strength. He
is the "King of Glory" who chooses the path of the servant,
absorbing the world'’s pain to transform it into love.

This week, as we carry our palms and enter the holiest days of
the year, can we find a moment of "holy silence"? Let's look
past the noise of our busy schedules to see the One who walks

this road beside us, turning every "end" into a new beginning.

Welcome to St. Francis of Assisi, Thames.
Visitors and parishioners alike are invited to join
us for morning tea in the Parish Centre after
Mass.



THE PASSION THROUGH FRANCISCAN EYES

For St. Francis, the Passion of Christ
was not just a historical event to be
remembered, but a living reality to be
shared. St. Francis was captivated by
the "poverty" of the Cross—the way
Jesus, the King of all Creation, allowed
himself to be stripped of everything

out of a radical, burning love for us.

The King of the Poor

While the world saw a defeated man on a donkey, St. Francis saw the "High King of
Heaven" choosing the lowest place. This is the heart of the Franciscan Jubilee: the
realisation that God’s greatest power is revealed not in force, but in His willingness to be
vulnerable. St. Francis often wept when meditating on the Passion, not out of despair,
but out of overwhelming gratitude that Love could be so humble.

Entering the Silence

On Page 1, we spoke about the "Silence of the King." St. Francis lived in that silence. He
sought out the quiet caves of Carceri and the heights of La Verna to better hear the
heartbeat of the Suffering Servant. To St. Francis, every creature—the birds, the sun,
even "Sister Death"—was a reminder of the Creator’s sacrifice.

A Jubilee Invitation

This Holy Week, as we follow the path to Calvary, St. Francis invites us to ask: What can |
"empty" myself of to make room for my neighbour? Just as Christ emptied himself for
us, we are called to strip away our pride, our busy-ness, and our noise to find the "golden
light" that shines even in the darkest Friday.

Auto Payment is one way parishioners may choose to support
the parish. This helps maintain parish life and services
Q throughout the year, including times when you may be away.
O We are grateful for your generosity and ongoing support.
RC Bishop of Auckland Parish Account Thames
y 02-0108-0706566-000
PLEASE NOTE: WE ONLY HAVE ONE COLLECTION

For priestly maintenance, you may contribute to the House account.
RC Bishop of Auckland Coromandel Region House Account 02-0108-0706566-001



HOLY WEEK MASS TIMES

Palm Holy Good Easter Easter
Sunday Thursday Friday Vigil Sunday
29/03/2026 02/04/2026 | 03/04/2026 | 04/04/2026 | 05/04/2026
Thames 830 a.m. 7:00 p.m. 3:.00 p.m. 7:30 p.m. 830 a.m.
Ngatea 10:30 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. 530 p.m. -

Note: There will be no weekday Mass on Thursday and Friday during Holy Week.

The next CWL Easter raffle will take place on 5 April.
Tickets are $2

Hospital Chaplaincy Opportunity - Thames

Brian Ludlow, Lead Chaplain for the Waikato, will soon be meeting with staff at Thames
Hospital to help form a dedicated chaplaincy team to support patients and staff. This
ministry is part of Chaplaincy New Zealand.

If you feel called to this work, please contact Brian.Ludlow@tewhatuora.govt.nz
Training and certification will be offered locally in the near future. Please keep this
ministry in your prayers.

Joshua 40-Year Celebration Weekend (Men’s Event)
All men are invited to this special weekend.

When: Fri 14 Aug (pm) - Sun 16 Aug (midday)
Where: Keswick Christian Camp, Rotorua
Speaker: Robert Falzon (menALIVE, Australia)

Cost: $247 (includes accommodation & meals)

Register: Scan QR code or contact: Mike Lobo (021 280 9285) Greg Sullivan (021 437 747)

Windfall Prize Draw

Our first Windfall prize draw will take place next Saturday evening.

Thank you to those who have made their $60 payments for the first 3-month period. A
few payments are still outstanding.

Account: St Francis Church Windfall Charitable Trust

BNZ: 02-0456-0189390-000

Let's support the restoration of our stained glass window.



CHURCH WEEKLY ROSTER

READERS
29 Mar  Peter McAuliffe | Margaret Mabey PARISH INFORMATION
5 Apr Rio Maulana | Barbara Hennessey

12 Apr Aidan Tinto | Shelley Johnson
MINISTERS OF EUCHARIST / SACRISTAN
29 Mar  Barbara | Michael | Margie | Rio
5 Apr Ben | Margie | Judy | Judy

12 Apr Rio | Jubin | Judy | Judy

ALTAR SERVERS

29 Mar Aidan | Serah | Aileen | Ayla

5 Apr Patrick | Alfreta | Rillaniya | Aileen
12 Apr Marilyn | Miguel | Serah | Ayla
OFFERTORY / GIFTS

29 Mar Ethan | Go-Go

5 Apr Kristina | Pearce

12 Apr Go-Go | Miguel

Presbytery
111 Baillie Street, Thames 3500
Ph: 07 868 6169

Fr. Adrianus Nahal OFM
Mob: 022 018 3991
Email: adrianusnahalofm@gmail.com

Fr.Yornes Panggur OFM
Mob: 022 525 9931
Email: yornespanggur@gmail.com

Parish Office
111 Baillie Street, Thames 3500
Secretary: Rio Maulana

FLOWERS Ph: 07 868 9407 Mob: 022 388 7782
Apr Judy | Marie Email: stfrancisparish.thames@gmail.com
May Mary W.

St. Francis School

202 MacKay Street, Thames 3500
Principal: Christian loka

Ph: 07 868 7655

June Shelley

CHURCH CLEANING

Apr Wk 1 Group 1

Jenny Cooper | David Cooper |
Eileen Henderson

MORNING TEA

29 Mar Team Yolanda

5 Apr Team Kerala

12 Apr Team Merla

Ministry to the Sick/Elderly & Pastoral Care
Coordinator: Sister Paula Cronin

Ph: 07 868 6310

Email: sisterp3@outlook.com

MASS TIMES

Sunday Masses
Thames: 8:30 a.m.
St. Paschal's Ngatea: 10:30 a.m.

Weekday Masses
No Mass on Mondays

Tuesdays & Thursdays:
515 p.m. in the chapel
with Rosary 20 minutes before Mass

Wednesdays & Saturdays:
915 a.m. in the chapel
with Rosary 20 minutes before Mass

Fridays:

Rosary at 11:00 a.m.

and Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament
Mass at 12:15 p.m. in the chapel
(Reconciliation is available during Adoration)

l@l @stfrancisyouthgroupthames

St. Francis Youth Group

Stay connected between meetings! Follow us for behind-the-
scenes fun and quick updates on all our upcoming activities.

ﬂ St Francis Youth Group Thames
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