CATHOLIC CHURCH, THAMES

2nd Sunday of Easter — Year A

12th of April 2026

SUNDAY
MASS
READINGS

FIRST READING
ACTS 2:42-47
They lived in
community.

PSALM 117:2-4, 13-15,
22-24

Give thanks to the Lord
for he is good; his love
is everlasting

SECOND READING

1 PETER 1:3-9

A new birth to a living
hope.

GOSPEL

JOHN 20:19-31
Doubt no longer, but
believe.
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PEACE BE WITH YOU

JOHN 20:19-31

In the wake of the Resurrection, the disciples are gathered
behind locked doors. They are fearful, uncertain, and likely
feeling the weight of the previous week’s trauma. Into this
space of "locked hearts," Jesus appears with a simple,
transformative greeting: "Peace be with you."

He doesn't offer a lecture or a rebuke for their fear; He offers
His presence and His wounds. For Thomas, who wasn’t there
the first time, the wounds are the proof. It's a powerful
reminder that our own "wounds"—our struggles, our doubts,
and our history—don't disqualify us from the Resurrection. In
fact, as Thomas did, we often encounter the Risen Lord most
deeply through our vulnerabilities.

How can we be "doors of peace" this week? The first reading
from Acts shows a community that shared everything and
cared for one another. As we move out of the high energy of
Easter Sunday, we are called to be that same kind of presence
for each other—a community where it is safe to doubt, safe to
be wounded, and where the peace of Christ is always the final

word.
¥y Welcome to St. Francis of Assisi, Thames.
> Visitors and parishioners alike are invited to join

us for morning tea in the Parish Centre after
Mass.



PEACE AND ALL GOOD

{ "The Lord revealed to me a greeting, as we used to say: 'May the Lord
‘\\ give you peace."" — St. Francis of Assisi
eV a
Sy .
Y W In today's Gospel, Jesus breathes peace into a room full of fear. For St.
“*.:-'J'./ ) ; . . . .
;‘/Q%?\ig Francis, this "Peace of the Risen Lord" was the foundation of
*ﬁg_“a everything. He believed that peace wasn't just the absence of conflict,

\‘\ but a "Golden Light" that begins within the heart and spills out into
the community.

The "Locked Doors" of the Heart

Just as the disciples hid behind locked doors, we often lock our hearts because of doubt
or past wounds. Francis taught that the way to unlock those doors is through deep
humility. He famously said that we should be as peaceful with those who "disturb" us as
we are with those who love us. To St. Francis, every person—no matter how "difficult"—
was a brother or sister in the Risen Christ.

A Community of One Heart

The first reading from Acts shows the early Church sharing everything in common. This
was the blueprint for the first Franciscan communities. St. Francis insisted that his
brothers own nothing, so that they could be free to love everyone. In this Jubilee year,
we are reminded that "Community" isn't just a group of people in a building;itis a
shared life where we carry one another’s burdens and celebrate one another’s joys.

A Jubilee Invitation

This week, St. Francis challenges us to move beyond our "locked rooms." Who in our
neighbourhood is feeling isolated or doubtful? How can we offer them the greeting of
Pax et Bonum? By sharing our presence—and perhaps even our vulnerabilities—we
become the "living hope" that the world so desperately needs.

Auto Payment is one way parishioners may choose to support
the parish. This helps maintain parish life and services
Q throughout the year, including times when you may be away.
O We are grateful for your generosity and ongoing support.
RC Bishop of Auckland Parish Account Thames
y 02-0108-0706566-000
PLEASE NOTE: WE ONLY HAVE ONE COLLECTION

For priestly maintenance, you may contribute to the House account.
RC Bishop of Auckland Coromandel Region House Account 02-0108-0706566-001



RCIA - A JOURNEY IN FAITH

_ We are exploring the possibility of forming a Rite of
f//*””‘“‘fy’ in /‘E’{/ﬁ Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) group in our parish.

This journey is for adults who feel drawn to learn more about the Catholic faith —
whether you have never been baptised, were baptised in another tradition, or are
already practising your faith but have not yet received all the sacraments.

RCIA is a gentle and welcoming process of conversation, learning, and prayer, where
guestions are encouraged, and each person is accompanied at their own pace.

You are most welcome, wherever you are on your journey.

We hope to have an introductory meeting soon (date to be confirmed).
If you are interested, or would simply like to know more, please speak with one of the
priests, Sr Paula, Margaret Mabey, or Rio at the parish office.

DIVINE MERCY PRAYER

At 3:00 PM, the Hour of Mercy, we are invited to pause and
remember God'’s great love for us.

You may wish to take a quiet moment to pray the Divine Mercy
Chaplet, placing your trust in His mercy.

CWL Raffle

The next CWL Raffle will be held on the 19" of April.
Ticket is $1

B i a T & sERVICESS

Parish Finance Committee

We are looking for a parishioner who may be interested in joining
the Parish Finance Committee. Someone with a background or
experience in finance would be especially welcome.

If you would like to know more, please speak with Margaret Mabey
at 021227 4350



CHURCH WEEKLY ROSTER

READERS

12 Apr  Aidan Tinto | Shelley Johnson
19 Apr Jaren Lewis | Margaret Quinn
26 Apr  Gill Benton | Margaret Mabey
MINISTERS OF EUCHARIST / SACRISTAN
12 Apr Rio | Jubin | Judy | Rio

19 Apr Ben | Judy | Margie | Judy

26 Apr  Michael | Barbara | Yolanda | Barbara
ALTAR SERVERS

12 Apr Marilyn | Miguel | Serah | Ayla
19 Apr  Aidan | Lachlan | Charlotte | Sia
26 Apr  Luke | Serah | Patrick | Go-Go
OFFERTORY / GIFTS

12 Apr Go-Go | Miguel

19 Apr  Arosh | Ashan

26 Apr  Patrick | Olivia

FLOWERS
Apr Judy | Marie
May Mary W.

June Shelley

CHURCH CLEANING

Apr Wk 1 Group 1

Jenny Cooper | David Cooper |
Eileen Henderson

MORNING TEA

12 Apr  Team Merla

19 Apr  Team Liturgy

26 Apr  Team Pastoral Council

MASS TIMES

PARISH INFORMATION

Presbytery
111 Baillie Street, Thames 3500
Ph: 07 868 6169

Fr. Adrianus Nahal OFM
Mob: 022 018 3991
Email: adrianusnahalofm@gmail.com

Fr.Yornes Panggur OFM
Mob: 022 525 9931
Email: yornespanggur@gmail.com

Parish Office

111 Baillie Street, Thames 3500

Secretary: Rio Maulana

Ph: 07 868 9407 Mob: 022 388 7782

Email: stfrancisparish.thames@gmail.com

St. Francis School

202 MacKay Street, Thames 3500
Principal: Christian loka

Ph: 07 868 7655

Ministry to the Sick/Elderly & Pastoral Care
Coordinator: Sister Paula Cronin

Ph: 07 868 6310

Email: sisterp3@outlook.com

Sunday Masses
Thames: 8:30 a.m.
St. Paschal's Ngatea: 10:30 a.m.

Weekday Masses
No Mass on Mondays

Tuesdays & Thursdays:
515 p.m. in the chapel
with Rosary 20 minutes before Mass

Wednesdays & Saturdays:
915 a.m. in the chapel
with Rosary 20 minutes before Mass

Fridays:

Rosary at 11:00 a.m.

and Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament
Mass at 12:15 p.m. in the chapel
(Reconciliation is available during Adoration)

l@l @stfrancisyouthgroupthames

St. Francis Youth Group

Stay connected between meetings! Follow us for behind-the-
scenes fun and quick updates on all our upcoming activities.

ﬂ St Francis Youth Group Thames
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