3rd Sunday of Easter — Year A

SUNDAY
MASS
READINGS

FIRST READING
ACTS 2:14, 22-23
God raised him up.

PSALM 15:1-2, 5, 7-11
Lord, you will show us
the path of life.

SECOND READING
1 PETER 1:17-21
Your faith and hope
are in God.

GOSPEL

LUKE 24:13-35

They recognized him in
the breaking of bread.

CATHOLIC CHURCH, THAMES

19th of April 2026

THE UNEXPECTED COMPANION

LUKE 24:13-35
Two disciples walk away from Jerusalem, heartbroken by the

Cross. A stranger joins them, explaining the scriptures until
their hearts "burn within them." It is only at the table, in the
breaking of the bread, that their eyes are opened: It was Him
all along.

The Road to Emmaus reminds us that Jesus meets us in our
"leaving"—in moments of disappointment or when we feel
distant from the center. He doesn't wait for us to have it all
figured out; He walks the dusty road beside us, transforming
our struggles into hope.

Where do we see the "Burning Heart" today? We find it in a
neighbor's kindness, the quiet of a morning walk, or our
shared parish life. This week, let's look for the Risen Lord in the
ordinary. May we be like those disciples: eyes open, hearts
burning, and ready to share the news that He is truly with us
on the journey.

¥y Welcome to St. Francis of Assisi, Thames.
O Visitors and parishioners alike are invited to join
\ | 4 us for morning tea in the Parish Centre after

Mass.



PILGRIMS ON THE ROAD

"As pilgrims and strangers in this world, serving the Lord in poverty and humility, let
the brothers go about with confidence." — St. Francis of Assisi

In today’'s Gospel, Jesus meets the disciples while they are on the move. St. Francis
believed the "Path of Life" was best found when we aren't weighed down by "stuff." To
St. Francis, being a pilgrim meant travelling "light", so we are always open to the
"Unexpected Companion."

The Poverty of the Road

The disciples at Emmaus had lost their certainty. In that emptiness, Jesus filled them
with a new understanding. St. Francis taught that when we strip away our need for
control, we make room for God. When we aren't attached to being "right" or being "first,"
we finally recognise the Risen Lord in the face of the stranger walking beside us.

The Breaking of Bread

St. Francis had a profound devotion to the Eucharist, seeing it as the ultimate act of
humility. Just as the disciples’ eyes were opened at the table, St. Francis found his
deepest joy in simple, shared meals. He saw every "breaking of bread" as a chance for a
"burning heart" moment.

A Jubilee Invitation

What are we carrying that makes us too "heavy" to walk with others? By practicing
Franciscan simplicity—sharing what we have or truly listening to a fellow traveler—we
turn our daily journeys into holy encounters.

Auto Payment is one way parishioners may choose to support
the parish. This helps maintain parish life and services
@ throughout the year, including times when you may be away.
O We are grateful for your generosity and ongoing support.
RC Bishop of Auckland Parish Account Thames
y 02-0108-0706566-000
PLEASE NOTE: WE ONLY HAVE ONE COLLECTION

For priestly maintenance, you may contribute to the House account.
RC Bishop of Auckland Coromandel Region House Account 02-0108-0706566-001



RCIA - A JOURNEY IN FAITH

We are exploring the possibility of forming a Rite of
f//*"”‘“’f}' in /E’/ﬁ Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) group in our parish.

This journey is for adults who feel drawn to learn more about the Catholic faith —
whether you have never been baptised, were baptised in another tradition, or are
already practising your faith but have not yet received all the sacraments.

RCIA is a gentle and welcoming process of conversation, learning, and prayer, where
guestions are encouraged, and each person is accompanied at their own pace.

You are most welcome, wherever you are on your journey.

We hope to have an introductory meeting soon (date to be confirmed).
If you are interested, or would simply like to know more, please speak with one of the
priests, Sr Paula, Margaret Mabey, or Rio at the parish office.

Can You Help with Tasty Tuesday?

-‘Y Four churches in Thames take turns providing a meal each
9 ‘ Tuesday for those in need. Our parish currently has three groups
,_! involved, so we are rostered once every three months.

We are looking for a few more volunteers to help by preparing a
‘ sqq' dish, serving the meal, or assisting with washing up.

If you can spare around two hours once every three months,
please contact Sr. Paula. (Men are great cooks too!)

Join the Morning Tea Team
If you enjoy a biscuit and a chat after Mass, you may like to join

<4 ° Ao the group that helps provide tea, coffee, and biscuits for Sunday
Wt ¢ . ' morningtea.

If you would like to help in this way, please contact Sr. Paula.

Special Collection This Week - Collection for the Holy Places
This collection goes towards the upkeep of the holy places in
Christendom.

. ' . Thank you for your generosity.



CHURCH WEEKLY ROSTER

READERS

19 Apr  Jaren Lewis | Margaret Quinn

26 Apr  Gill Benton | Margaret Mabey

3 May Peter McAuliffe

MINISTERS OF EUCHARIST / SACRISTAN
19 Apr Ben | Judy | Margie | Judy

26 Apr  Michael | Barbara | Yolanda | Barbara
3 May Rio | Ben | Margie | Rio

ALTAR SERVERS

19 Apr Marilyn | Miguel | Serah | Ayla

26 Apr  Aidan | Lachlan | Charlotte | Sia

3 May Marilyn | Miguel | Rillaniya | Afreta
OFFERTORY / GIFTS

19 Apr  Arosh | Ashan

26 Apr  Patrick | Olivia

3 May Sia | Ethan

FLOWERS
Apr Judy | Marie
May Mary W.

June Shelley
CHURCH CLEANING

Apr Wk 3 Group 2
Indian Group

MORNING TEA

19 Apr Team Liturgy

26 Apr  Team Pastoral Council
3 May Team Yolanda

MASS TIMES

PARISH INFORMATION

Presbytery
111 Baillie Street, Thames 3500
Ph: 07 868 6169

Fr. Adrianus Nahal OFM
Mob: 022 018 3991
Email: adrianusnahalofm@gmail.com

Fr.Yornes Panggur OFM
Mob: 022 525 9931
Email: yornespanggur@gmail.com

Parish Office

111 Baillie Street, Thames 3500

Secretary: Rio Maulana

Ph: 07 868 9407 Mob: 022 388 7782

Email: stfrancisparish.thames@gmail.com

St. Francis School

202 MacKay Street, Thames 3500
Principal: Christian loka

Ph: 07 868 7655

Ministry to the Sick/Elderly & Pastoral Care
Coordinator: Sister Paula Cronin

Ph: 07 868 6310

Email: sisterp3@outlook.com

Sunday Masses
Thames: 8:30 a.m.
St. Paschal's Ngatea: 10:30 a.m.

Weekday Masses
No Mass on Mondays

Tuesdays & Thursdays:
515 p.m. in the chapel
with Rosary 20 minutes before Mass

Wednesdays & Saturdays:
915 a.m. in the chapel
with Rosary 20 minutes before Mass

Fridays:

Rosary at 11:00 a.m.

and Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament
Mass at 12:15 p.m. in the chapel
(Reconciliation is available during Adoration)

l@l @stfrancisyouthgroupthames

St. Francis Youth Group

Stay connected between meetings! Follow us for behind-the-
scenes fun and quick updates on all our upcoming activities.

ﬂ St Francis Youth Group Thames
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