4th Sunday of Easter — Year A 26th of April 2026
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SUNDAY KNOWING THE VOICE

MASS JOHN 10:1-10

READINGS In a world full of noise, how do we recognise the voice that
leads to life? In today’'s Gospel, Jesus describes Himself not
just as the Shepherd, but as the Gate. He is the one who
FIRST READING stands between the sheep and the "thieves" of anxiety, greed,
ACTS 2:14, 36-41 and despair. He reminds us that His sheep follow Him because

God has made him they know His voice.
both Lord and Christ.

Being part of a parish community is about practising that
"listening." The Shepherd doesn'’t drive the sheep from behind

PSALM 22:1-6 with a whip; He walks ahead, calling us by name. This Sunday
The Lord is my invites us to quiet the "background noise" of our busy lives—
shepherd; there is the notifications, the to-do lists, the worries—long enough to
nothing | shall want. hear that gentle, persistent call toward "abundant life."

Where is the Shepherd leading us this week?

SECOND READING

1 PETER 2:20-25 Perhaps He is leading us toward a moment of rest, a chance
You have come back to to forgive, or an opportunity to serve someone in need. When
the shepherd of your we follow that voice, we find that the "gate" isn't a barrier to
souls.

keep us in, but a door that opens into a life of freedom and

peace.

GOSPEL

\
JOHN 10:1-10
| am the gate of the ;
sheepfold. -

Welcome to St. Francis of Assisi, Thames.
.-’ Visitors and parishioners alike are invited to join
| | us for morning tea in the Parish Centre after
Mass.




THE VOICE OF THE LAMB

"Walk in the way of the Lord with simplicity and do not torment your
spirit.. we must always have hope in God." — St. Francis of Assisi

In this Jubilee year, we look at how St. Francis lived out the "Good
Shepherd" Gospel. One day, while traveling through the Marches of
Ancona, Francis saw a single little lamb walking among a large flock
of goats. The sight moved him to tears.

Recognising the "Little Lamb"

To St. Francis, that lone lamb represented Jesus—the "Lamb of God"—surrounded by
those who didn't recognise Him. He saw in that small creature the humility and
gentleness of the Shepherd who becomes a sheep for our sake. He was so moved that
he actually traded his own cloak to "buy" the lamb and save it from being lost or
harmed, eventually giving it to a group of sisters to care for.

Hearing the Shepherd’s Voice in Creation

St. Francis didn't just listen for God in a quiet room; he heard the Shepherd'’s voice in the
bleat of a lamb and the song of a bird. For him, "knowing the voice" meant being so
attuned to Love that he could recognise it anywhere—especially in the vulnerable and

the overlooked.

A Jubilee Invitation

This week, St. Francis challenges us to look at our own "flock." Who are the "little lambs"
in our community who feel out of place or surrounded by noise? By offering our own
"cloak"—our time, our attention, or our protection—we act as under-shepherds, helping
the Great Shepherd lead everyone home to the pasture of peace.

Auto Payment is one way parishioners may choose to support

the parish. This helps maintain parish life and services
Q throughout the year, including times when you may be away.
O We are grateful for your generosity and ongoing support.
RC Bishop of Auckland Parish Account Thames
y 02-0108-0706566-000
PLEASE NOTE: WE ONLY HAVE ONE COLLECTION

For priestly maintenance, you may contribute to the House account.
RC Bishop of Auckland Coromandel Region House Account 02-0108-0706566-001



@i Seminary Appeal

With 11 men currently discerning the priesthood for the
Diocese of Auckland in 2026, we are blessed to see men '

generously answering God's call to serve the Church. Each of
these men is undertaking years of prayer, study, and formation Mineva Bob Feao Peter Jang Philip Malaitai

as they prepare for a life of service to the people of our diocese.
Please keep our seminarians in your prayers
%@ and, if you are able, consider supporting their
) formation as they prepare to serve the Church
in Auckland.

Peter Khoa Hoang

Mateo Andrews Tuon Nguyen Joshua Brodie Joseph Marr

SCAN QR CODETO

Anthony Nguyen Rewi Pene Paul Nguyen

Food Bank Donations
Thank you for the donations placed in the basket at the church

door. Your generosity is greatly appreciated.

At present, the food bank is distributing around 45 parcels each
week and still needs our support. Suggested items for donation

include:

Rice, noodles, soup packets, cereals, small packets of sugar, tea, coffee, canned food such
as baked beans, spaghetti, fish or meat, and fruit or vegetables.

Any donation will be gratefully received. Donations may also be placed in the collection
box at Pak'nSave or delivered to 305 Mary Street.

CWL Raffle - May Dates
_ The CWL raffle will be held on 3", 17", and 31°* May.
el Thank you for your continued support.




CHURCH WEEKLY ROSTER

READERS

26 Apr  Gill Benton | Margaret Mabey

3 May Peter McAuliffe

10 May Rio Maulana | Shelley Johnson
MINISTERS OF EUCHARIST / SACRISTAN
26 Apr  Michael | Barbara | Yolanda | Rio
3 May Rio | Ben | Margie | Rio

10 May Judy | Michael | Barbara | Judy
ALTAR SERVERS

26 Apr  Aidan | Lachlan | Charlotte | Sia
3 May Marilyn | Miguel | Rillaniya | Afreta
10 May Dimple | Aileen | Afreta
OFFERTORY / GIFTS

26 Apr  Patrick | Olivia

3 May Sia | Ethan

10 May Raeliah | Raedalia

FLOWERS
Apr Judy | Marie
May Mary W.

June Shelley
CHURCH CLEANING

Apr Wk 3 Group 2
Indian Group

MORNING TEA

26 Apr  Team Pastoral Council
3 May Team Yolanda

10 May Team Kerala

MASS TIMES

PARISH INFORMATION

Presbytery
111 Baillie Street, Thames 3500
Ph: 07 868 6169

Fr. Adrianus Nahal OFM
Mob: 022 018 3991
Email: adrianusnahalofm@gmail.com

Fr.Yornes Panggur OFM
Mob: 022 525 9931
Email: yornespanggur@gmail.com

Parish Office

111 Baillie Street, Thames 3500

Secretary: Rio Maulana

Ph: 07 868 9407 Mob: 022 388 7782

Email: stfrancisparish.thames@gmail.com

St. Francis School

202 MacKay Street, Thames 3500
Principal: Christian loka

Ph: 07 868 7655

Ministry to the Sick/Elderly & Pastoral Care
Coordinator: Sister Paula Cronin

Ph: 07 868 6310

Email: sisterp3@outlook.com

Sunday Masses
Thames: 8:30 a.m.
St. Paschal's Ngatea: 10:30 a.m.

Weekday Masses
No Mass on Mondays

Tuesdays & Thursdays:
515 p.m. in the chapel
with Rosary 20 minutes before Mass

Wednesdays & Saturdays:
915 a.m. in the chapel
with Rosary 20 minutes before Mass

Fridays:

Rosary at 11:00 a.m.

and Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament
Mass at 12:15 p.m. in the chapel
(Reconciliation is available during Adoration)

l@l @stfrancisyouthgroupthames

St. Francis Youth Group

Stay connected between meetings! Follow us for behind-the-
scenes fun and quick updates on all our upcoming activities.

ﬂ St Francis Youth Group Thames
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