Easter Sunday — Year A

SUNDAY
MASS
READINGS

FIRST READING
ACTS 10:34, 37-43
We are witnesses.

PSALM 117:1-2, 16-17,
22-23

This is the day the Lord
has made!

SECOND READING
COLOSSANS 3:1-4
Look for the things of
heaven.

GOSPEL
JOHN 20:19-31
He saw and he
believed.

CATHOLIC CHURCH, THAMES

Sth of April 2026

THE OPEN TOMB

JOHN 20:1-9

In the early morning light, Mary Magdalene and the disciples
encounter a mystery that changes everything: an empty
tomb. For weeks, we have followed the path of the Passion,
but today, the stone is rolled away—not to let Jesus out, but to
let us in.

When the disciples see the discarded burial cloths, the Gospel
tells us they "saw and believed." They didn't need a grand
manifestation yet; the simple fact that the grave could not
hold Him was enough. This is the "Golden Light" of Easter—
the realisation that no darkness is too deep and no "end" is
too final for the risen Christ to transform.

What "stones" need rolling away in our own lives today?

Whether it is a weight of worry or a shadow of grief, the
Resurrection invites us to step out of our own "tombs" and
into a new beginning. Love has won, and life—true, eternal life
—has begun. Alleluia!

Welcome to St. Francis of Assisi, Thames.
Visitors and parishioners alike are invited to join
us for morning tea in the Parish Centre after
Mass.



THE RESURRECTION: FINDING PERFECT JOY

“Above all the graces and gifts of the Holy Spirit which
Christ gives to His friends, is that of conquering oneself
and willingly enduring sufferings, insults, humiliations,
and hardships for the love of Christ." — St. Francis of
AsSIsi

For St. Francis, Easter wasn't just a day on the calendar;
it was the ultimate proof that "Love is not loved" was no
longer true. The Resurrection was the "Golden Light"
that finally answered the darkness of the Stigmata we
reflected on last week.

Beyond the Empty Tomb

St. Francis saw the resurrected Christ in every corner of creation. He didn't just look for
Jesus in the tomb; he found Him in the sun, the flowers, and the faces of the poor. This
Jubilee Year invites us to have "Easter Eyes"—to see the world not as a place of scarcity
and death, but as a garden where life is constantly breaking through the soil.

The "Alleluia" of the Poor

Even when Francis was blind and suffering at the end of his life, he composed the
Canticle of the Creatures. This is the heart of Franciscan Easter: a joy that doesn't
depend on our circumstances, but on the unwavering fact that Christ has conquered
the grave.

A Jubilee Invitation

This week, as we celebrate the Octave of Easter, St. Francis challenges us: Can we be
"Spirits of Resurrection" for those around us? By offering a smile to the lonely or a word
of hope to the weary, we roll away the stones for our neighbours and invite them into
the light of the Risen Lord.

Auto Payment is one way parishioners may choose to support

the parish. This helps maintain parish life and services
Q throughout the year, including times when you may be away.
O We are grateful for your generosity and ongoing support.
RC Bishop of Auckland Parish Account Thames
y 02-0108-0706566-000
PLEASE NOTE: WE ONLY HAVE ONE COLLECTION

For priestly maintenance, you may contribute to the House account.
RC Bishop of Auckland Coromandel Region House Account 02-0108-0706566-001



Windfall - First Prize Week
This Saturday marks the first prize-winning week for our Windfall
fundraiser.
Remember to check the Lotto result to find out the winning bonus
ball number.

e Ifit's your number, you win $50

e If your number is either side of the bonus ball, you win $20
A heartfelt thank you to our 40 generous supporters - and best of
luck to everyone.

May the joy of the
Risen Lord fill your
hearts this Easter

S€asoin.




CHURCH WEEKLY ROSTER

READERS

5 Apr Rio Maulana | Barbara Hennessey
12 Apr  Aidan Tinto | Shelley Johnson

19 Apr Jaren Lewis | Margaret Quinn
MINISTERS OF EUCHARIST / SACRISTAN

5 Apr Ben | Margie | Judy | Judy

12 Apr Rio | Jubin | Judy | Rio

19 Apr Ben | Judy | Margie | Judy

ALTAR SERVERS

5 Apr Patrick | Alfreta | Rillaniya | Aileen
12 Apr Marilyn | Miguel | Serah | Ayla

19 Apr  Aidan | Lachlan | Charlotte | Sia
OFFERTORY / GIFTS

5 Apr Kristina | Pearce

12 Apr Go-Go | Miguel

19 Apr  Arosh | Ashan

FLOWERS
Apr Judy | Marie
May Mary W.

June Shelley

CHURCH CLEANING

Apr Wk 1 Group 1

Jenny Cooper | David Cooper |
Eileen Henderson

MORNING TEA

5 Apr Team Kerala

12 Apr  Team Merla

19 Apr  Team Liturgy

MASS TIMES

PARISH INFORMATION

Presbytery
111 Baillie Street, Thames 3500
Ph: 07 868 6169

Fr. Adrianus Nahal OFM
Mob: 022 018 3991
Email: adrianusnahalofm@gmail.com

Fr.Yornes Panggur OFM
Mob: 022 525 9931
Email: yornespanggur@gmail.com

Parish Office

111 Baillie Street, Thames 3500

Secretary: Rio Maulana

Ph: 07 868 9407 Mob: 022 388 7782

Email: stfrancisparish.thames@gmail.com

St. Francis School

202 MacKay Street, Thames 3500
Principal: Christian loka

Ph: 07 868 7655

Ministry to the Sick/Elderly & Pastoral Care
Coordinator: Sister Paula Cronin

Ph: 07 868 6310

Email: sisterp3@outlook.com

Sunday Masses
Thames: 8:30 a.m.
St. Paschal's Ngatea: 10:30 a.m.

Weekday Masses
No Mass on Mondays

Tuesdays & Thursdays:
515 p.m. in the chapel
with Rosary 20 minutes before Mass

Wednesdays & Saturdays:
915 a.m. in the chapel
with Rosary 20 minutes before Mass

Fridays:

Rosary at 11:00 a.m.

and Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament
Mass at 12:15 p.m. in the chapel
(Reconciliation is available during Adoration)

l@l @stfrancisyouthgroupthames

St. Francis Youth Group

Stay connected between meetings! Follow us for behind-the-
scenes fun and quick updates on all our upcoming activities.

ﬂ St Francis Youth Group Thames
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