
THE ADVOCATE WITHIN

In today’s Gospel, Jesus prepares His friends for a new kind of
relationship. He promises the Spirit of Truth, an "Advocate"
who won't just walk beside them, but will live within them. He
assures us that even when things feel uncertain or broken, we
are never left as orphans.

St. Peter echoes this in the second reading, urging us to
"always have an answer for the hope that is in you." Hope isn't
just an optimistic feeling; it is a person—the Spirit—anchoring
us when the world feels stormy. This week, we are invited to
look past the visible challenges and recognise the quiet,
persistent presence of the One who promised, "I am in you."
Where do we see hope breaking through today? It’s in the
kindness of a neighbour, the resilience of our community, and
the quiet peace that returns after a difficult day. We aren't
alone; the Advocate is already here, turning our sighs into
songs of joy..

JOHN 14:15-21
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SUNDAY
MASS
READINGS

FIRST READING
ACTS 8:5-8,  14-17
The Spir i t  fa l ls  on
Samaria .

SECOND READING
1  PETER 3: 15-18
Give a  reason for  your
hope.

GOSPEL
JOHN 14:15-21
I  wi l l  not  leave you
orphans .

PSALM 65:1 -7 ,  16 ,  20
Let  a l l  the earth cry  out
to God with joy .

Welcome to St. Francis of Assisi, Thames.
Visitors and parishioners alike are invited to join
us for morning tea in the Parish Centre after
Mass.



A Family Without Borders 
To St. Francis, being "orphaned" was impossible because God is the Father of everything.
When he stripped off his wealthy clothes in the town square, he wasn't becoming lonely;
he was joining a much larger family. He reminds us that when we feel isolated or when
our "house" feels broken, we are still held in the kinship of all creation.

The Hope Within Us 
St. Peter tells us to give a "reason for our hope." For St. Francis, that reason was simple:
God’s presence is everywhere. Whether he was talking to a Sultan or a wolf, he acted
with the confidence of a child who knows they are loved. This Jubilee year, we are
invited to look at our neighbours—and even the nature around us—and see them not as
strangers, but as family.

Auto Payment is one way parishioners may choose to support
the parish. This helps maintain parish life and services
throughout the year, including times when you may be away.
We are grateful for your generosity and ongoing support.

RC Bishop of Auckland Parish Account Thames
02-0108-0706566-000
PLEASE NOTE: WE ONLY HAVE ONE COLLECTION

For priestly maintenance, you may contribute to the House account.
RC Bishop of Auckland Coromandel Region House Account  02-0108-0706566-001

NO ONE IS AN ORPHAN

"Blessed is the servant who loves his brother as much when he is far away as when he
is by his side." — St. Francis of Assisi

In this Sunday’s Gospel, Jesus promises that we will never be left alone. St. Francis took
this promise and expanded it to the entire world. He didn't just see people as his
family; he saw the sun, the moon, the wind, and even the "little sisters," the birds, as
part of his household.

A Jubilee Invitation
This week, how can we make someone feel less like
an "orphan"? A simple phone call, a smile to a
stranger, or caring for a small patch of earth are all
ways we show the world that the Advocate is living
within us. We are never alone, and we never have to
walk the road by ourselves.



Youth Group Activities Resume
Youth Group activities will resume soon.

Further details will be shared with parish families and

young people in the coming weeks. Please keep an eye

on the Youth Group Facebook page for updates and

further information.

Combined Church Service - Sunday 31
May
A combined church service will be held
on Sunday 31 May at 5:30 PM, hosted by
Elim church. All are welcome. A light
dinner and fellowship will follow the
service. Further details will be shared
closer to the date.

Morning Tea Reminder
A gentle reminder that morning tea following Mass will

continue with biscuits only, following the recent parish Council

decision in light of rising costs. Thank you to everyone who

generously contributes and helps create a welcoming space for

our parish community.

Our morning tea is kindly provided by parishioners and is not

funded by the parish.

Sacramental Programme 2026
Preparation for the Sacrament of Confirmation will begin soon, with

Confirmation scheduled for 19 July 2026. Further details regarding the

sacramental programme and registration will be shared in upcoming

newsletter.



Presbytery
111 Baillie Street, Thames 3500
Ph: 07 868 6169

Fr. Adrianus Nahal OFM
Mob: 022 018 3991
Email: adrianusnahalofm@gmail.com

Fr. Yornes Panggur OFM
Mob: 022 525 9931
Email: yornespanggur@gmail.com

Parish Office
111 Baillie Street, Thames 3500
Secretary: Rio Maulana
Ph: 07 868 9407 Mob: 022 388 7782
Email: stfrancisparish.thames@gmail.com

St. Francis School
202 MacKay Street, Thames 3500
Principal: Christian Ioka
Ph: 07 868 7655

Ministry to the Sick/Elderly & Pastoral Care
Coordinator: Sister Paula Cronin
Ph: 07 868 6310
Email: sisterp3@outlook.com

May Wk 1 Group 3   
Mary Wenzlick | Judy Thomas
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CHURCH CLEANING

MASS TIMES

Sunday Masses
Thames: 8:30 a.m.
St. Paschal’s Ngatea: 10:30 a.m.

Weekday Masses
No Mass on Mondays

Tuesdays & Thursdays:
5:15 p.m. in the chapel
with Rosary 20 minutes before Mass

Wednesdays & Saturdays:
9:15 a.m. in the chapel
with Rosary 20 minutes before Mass

Fridays:
Rosary at 11:00 a.m. 
and Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament
Mass at 12:15 p.m. in the chapel
(Reconciliation is available during Adoration)

Rio Maulana | Shelley Johnson 
Margaret Quinn 
Jaren Lewis | Margaret Mabey 

10 May
17 May
24 May

10 May
17 May
24 May

10 May
17 May
24 May

10 May
17 May
24 May

May
June
July

Frank | Michael | Barbara | Rio
Margie | Ben | Yolanda | Rio
Barbara | Michael | Jubin | Rio

Raeliah | Raedalia
Haydon | Pearce
Avery | Anna Maria

Team Kerala
Team Merla
Team Liturgy

Haydon | Ayla | Ephrita | Go-Go
Patrick | Lachlan | Charlotte | Darcy
Jaren | Rillaniya | Sia | Miguelle

St. Francis Youth Group
Stay connected between meetings! Follow us for behind-the-
scenes fun and quick updates on all our upcoming activities.

St Francis Youth Group Thames               @stfrancisyouthgroupthames                           
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