CATHOLIC CHURCH, THAMES

Pentecost — Year A 24th of May 2026

SUNDAY
MASS
READINGS

FIRST READING
ACTS 2:1-1

Filled with the Holy
Spirit.

PSALM 103:1, 24, 29-31,
34

Lord, send out your
Spirit, and renew the
face of the earth.

SECOND READING

1 CORINTHIANS 12:
3-7, 12-13

Many gifts, one Spirit.

GOSPEL
JOHN 20:19-23

Receive the Holy Spirit.

BREATHED INTO LIFE

JOHN 20:19-23

Imagine the disciples locked away, paralyzed by fear and
anxiety. Suddenly, Jesus appears in their midst with a life-
changing gift: "Peace be with you." Then, He breathes on
them, infusing their fear with the power of the Holy Spirit.
St. Paul reminds us that this same Spirit gives each of us
unique gifts, binding us into one body. Pentecost shows us
that the Spirit doesn't wait for us to have perfect schedules or
stress-free lives. God meets us exactly where we are—even
behind our locked doors of worry—and ignites something
beautiful. We are sent out today, fueled not by our own
strength, but by that divine breath.

Where is the Spirit renewing you today? In a moment of

unexpected calm or a shared smile, the fire of Pentecost is
alive, breathing new life into our Thames community.

Welcome to St. Francis of Assisi, Thames.
Visitors and parishioners alike are invited to join
us for morning tea in the Parish Centre after
Mass.



THE PENTECOST OF MATS

"The Holy Spirit is the Minister General of the Order." — St. Francis of Assisi

At Pentecost, we celebrate the Holy Spirit blowing open the doors and bringing a
diverse crowd together as one body. Early in the Franciscan movement, a similar
phenomenon happened. Every year at Pentecost, thousands of friars traveled from all
over Europe to a tiny mud-brick chapel in Assisi.

No Plans, Just Peace

There were no hotels or spreadsheets. Instead, the friars wove
simple mats out of straw and rushes to sleep on the open
ground. This gathering became known as the Chapter of Mats.
To the outside world, it looked like logistical chaos—thousands of
people arriving with no food and no shelter. But St. Francis
wasn't worried. He famously declared that the Holy Spirit was the
true coordinator of the Order. And he was right. The local
townspeople were so moved by the sight that they arrived with

cartloads of food, wine, and water.

Our Shared Mat

St. Paul reminds us that we are given "different gifts, but the same Spirit." The Chapter
of Mats shows us that when we rely on the Spirit, our differences don't divide us; they
enrich us. In this Jubilee year, we are invited to lay down our own "mats" of hospitality in
the parish. When we make space for others, trust in God'’s timing, and share what we
have, the fire of Pentecost comes alive. We discover that we don't need a perfect plan to
build a community—we just need a shared trust in the Breath of Life.

A Jubilee Invitation

This week, how can you rely a little less on your own strength and a little more on the
Holy Spirit? Try pausing in a moment of stress, taking a deep breath, and repeating St.
Francis's prayer: "Lord, send your Spirit."

Auto Payment is one way parishioners may choose to support
the parish. This helps maintain parish life and services
@ throughout the year, including times when you may be away.
O We are grateful for your generosity and ongoing support.
RC Bishop of Auckland Parish Account Thames
y 02-0108-0706566-000
PLEASE NOTE: WE ONLY HAVE ONE COLLECTION

For priestly maintenance, you may contribute to the House account.
RC Bishop of Auckland Coromandel Region House Account 02-0108-0706566-001



Parents Meeting

There will be a meeting for parents of children
preparing for Comfirmation and First Communion on
Wednesday, 27 May at 5:15 PM in the parish Centre.

For further information, please contact:
Sr Paula on 868 6310

CWL Meeting
the CWL meeting will be held on Wednesday, 27 May at 2:00 PM in the
Parish centre.

e Combined Church Service - Sunday 31 May
Combined A gentle reminder for a combined church service
which will be held on Sunday 31 May at 5:30 PM,
SUNDAY hosted by Elim church. All are welcome. A light
dinner and fellowship will follow the service.

Franciscan Vocation Dinner
Single men aged 18-40 are warmly invited to an evening of
y prayer, fellowship, and conversation with the Franciscan Friars.
y;
Wednesday, 27 May - 6:00 PM

Mass and Evening Prayer followed by a shared meal.

27TH MAY
06 PV St. Francis Retreat Centre
50 Hillsborough Road, Mt Roskill, Auckland

It's a welcoming opportunity to learn more about Franciscan religious life and ask
guestions in a relaxed setting.

RSVP / Enquiries
Br Philip Jeffares OFM - 021 041 4642
Br Yornes Panggur OFM - 022 525 9931
vocations@franciscans.org.au



CHURCH WEEKLY ROSTER

READERS

24 May School Students

31May Gill Benton | Shelley Johnson

7 June Peter McAuliffe | Karina Strange
MINISTERS OF EUCHARIST / SACRISTAN
24 May Barbara | Michael | Jubin | Rio
31 May Rio| Yolanda | Barbara | Rio

7 June Rio | Michael | Ben | Rio

ALTAR SERVERS

24 May Patrick | Lachlan | Charlotte | Darcy
31 May Jaren | Rillaniya | Sia | Miguelle
7 June Marilyn | Serah | Ayla | Ephrita
OFFERTORY / GIFTS

24 May Avery | Anna Maria

31 May Arosh | Olivia

7 June Olivia | Kristina

FLOWERS

May Mary W.
June Shelley
July Michelle

CHURCH CLEANING

May Wk 3 Group 4

Martin de Vassy | Yolanda Kirkbeck
Eileen Henderson

MORNING TEA

24 May Team Liturgy

31 May Team Pastoral Council

7 June Team Yolanda

MASS TIMES

PARISH INFORMATION

Presbytery
111 Baillie Street, Thames 3500
Ph: 07 868 6169

Fr. Adrianus Nahal OFM
Mob: 022 018 3991
Email: adrianusnahalofm@gmail.com

Fr.Yornes Panggur OFM
Mob: 022 525 9931
Email: yornespanggur@gmail.com

Parish Office

111 Baillie Street, Thames 3500

Secretary: Rio Maulana

Ph: 07 868 9407 Mob: 022 388 7782

Email: stfrancisparish.thames@gmail.com

St. Francis School

202 MacKay Street, Thames 3500
Principal: Christian loka

Ph: 07 868 7655

Ministry to the Sick/Elderly & Pastoral Care
Coordinator: Sister Paula Cronin

Ph: 07 868 6310

Email: sisterp3@outlook.com

Sunday Masses
Thames: 8:30 a.m.
St. Paschal's Ngatea: 10:30 a.m.

Weekday Masses
No Mass on Mondays

Tuesdays & Thursdays:
515 p.m. in the chapel
with Rosary 20 minutes before Mass

Wednesdays & Saturdays:
915 a.m. in the chapel
with Rosary 20 minutes before Mass

Fridays:

Rosary at 11:00 a.m.

and Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament
Mass at 12:15 p.m. in the chapel
(Reconciliation is available during Adoration)

l@l @stfrancisyouthgroupthames

St. Francis Youth Group

Stay connected between meetings! Follow us for behind-the-
scenes fun and quick updates on all our upcoming activities.

ﬂ St Francis Youth Group Thames
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