SUNDAY
MASS
READINGS

FIRST READING
ACTS 6:1-7
Choosing the Seven.

PSALM 32:1-2, 4-5,
18-19

Our hope is in the Lord.

SECOND READING
1 PETER 2:4-9
The Living Stones.

GOSPEL

JOHN 14:1-12

The Way, the Truth, and
the Life.

CATHOLIC CHURCH, THAMES
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JOHN 14:1-12

In today's Gospel, Jesus speaks to hearts that are "troubled."
He isn't offering a roadmap to a destination; He is offering
Himself as the Way. When He speaks of His Father's house
having "many rooms," He is promising that there is space for
everyone. There is no "outsider" in the Kingdom—only invited
guests for whom a place has been specifically prepared.

St. Peter takes this architectural metaphor even further,
calling us "Living Stones." A stone on its own is just a rock, but
when fitted together by the Master Builder, it becomes a
cathedral, a shelter, and a home. Our parish isn't just a
building of wood and mortar; it is a spiritual house built out of
our shared lives, our different gifts, and our common hope.
How are we being "built up" this week?

Whether we are serving like the deacons in the first reading or

simply offering a place of welcome to a stranger, we are laying
the stones of the Kingdom. In a world that often feels
fractured, we are called to be a house of many rooms—where

the doors are always open and the "Way" is always paved with
love.

¥y Welcome to St. Francis of Assisi, Thames.
Visitors and parishioners alike are invited to join
us for morning tea in the Parish Centre after
Mass.



REBUILDING THE HOUSE

"Francis, go and repair my house which, as you see, is all being
destroyed." — The Voice from the San Damiano Cross

In today’'s readings, St. Peter calls us "living stones." St. Francis took
this quite literally at first! When he heard Christ speak to him from
the crucifix at the broken-down chapel of San Damiano, he started

picking up actual rocks and mortaring them together.

From Rocks to People

It didn't take long for St. Francis to realise that God wasn't just worried about the
crumbling masonry of a small chapel. The "house" that needed repair was the Church
itself—the community of believers. He stopped being just a mason and started being a
brother. He realised that a "spiritual house" is built not with cement, but with humility,
service, and love for the poor.

Hearing the Shepherd’s Voice in Creation

A Jubilee of Restoration

In this Jubilee year, we are reminded that the work of "repairing the house" is never
finished. Every time we welcome a new face, support a neighbour, or care for our local
environment, we are placing a "living stone" into the wall. Like St. Francis, we might start
with small, practical tasks, but those tasks build a home where everyone belongs.

A Jubilee Invitation

Where do you see a "crack in the wall" that needs repair? This week, let's look for small
ways to restore our community. It might be a word of encouragement or a hand held
out in friendship. Every small act is a stone in the Father’s house.

Auto Payment is one way parishioners may choose to support
the parish. This helps maintain parish life and services
Q throughout the year, including times when you may be away.
O We are grateful for your generosity and ongoing support.
RC Bishop of Auckland Parish Account Thames
y 02-0108-0706566-000
PLEASE NOTE: WE ONLY HAVE ONE COLLECTION

For priestly maintenance, you may contribute to the House account.
RC Bishop of Auckland Coromandel Region House Account 02-0108-0706566-001



Morning Tea Update

Thank you to all who generously contribute to Sunday morning
tea and help create a welcoming space for our parish
community. Your kindness and generosity are truly
appreciated.

Following discussion at the Parish Council meeting, and it light
of rising costs, it has been decided that we will now offer

biscuits rather than a wider variety of items.

If you are not part of a morning tea group, you are warmly invited to contribute a
packet of biscuits from time to time. Every small contribution helps and is greatly
appreciated.

We also acknowledge that morning tea is kindly provided by parishioners, who cover
the cost of food and milk, and is not funded by the parish.

Youth Group Gathering

Our Youth Group will be gathering on Saturday, 9 May at 4:30
PM, and all young people from Year 7 and up are warmly
invited to join us.

It's a great opportunity to meet others, have fun, and grow in

faith together. We hope to see you there!

IN THE LITTLE THINGS

In the small moments of parish life - sharing a cup of tea, offering a smile, or simply
being present - we help build a welcoming and caring community. Even in the simplest
act of kindness, it can make a difference.

Let us continue to look out for one another and grow together in faith, one small act at

a time.



CHURCH WEEKLY ROSTER

READERS

3 May Peter McAuliffe | Karina Strange PARISH INFORMATION
10 May Rio Maulana | Shelley Johnson

17 May  Margaret Quinn Presbytery

MINISTERS OF EUCHARIST / SACRISTAN 11 Baillie Street, Thames 3500

3May Rio| Ben | Margie | Rio Ph: 07 868 6169

10 May  Frank | Michael | Barbara | Rio Fr. Adrianus Nahal OFEM

17 May  Margie | Ben | Yolanda | Rio Mob: 022 018 3991

ALTAR SERVERS Email: adrianusnahalofm@gmail.com
3 May Dimple | Miguelle | Serah | Avery

] Fr.Yornes Panggur OFM
10 May Haydon | Ayla | Ephrita | Go-Go Mob: 022 525 9931

17 May  Patrick | Lachlan | Charlotte | Darcy
OFFERTORY / GIFTS

Email: yornespanggur@gmail.com

3May  Sia| Ethan Parish Office

10 May  Raeliah | Raedalia 111 Baillie Street, Thames 3500

17 May  Haydon | Pearce Secretary: Rio Maulana

FLOWERS Ph: 07 868 9407 Mob: 022 388 7782

May Mary W. Email: stfrancisparish.thames@gmail.com
June Shelley

July Michelle St. Francis School

CHURCH CLEANING 202 MacKay Street, Thames 3500

Principal: Christian loka

May Wk 1 Group 3
Ph: 07 868 7655

Mary Wenzlick | Judy Thomas

Ministry to the Sick/Elderly & Pastoral Care
Coordinator: Sister Paula Cronin

Ph: 07 868 6310

Email: sisterp3@outlook.com

MORNING TEA

3 May Team Yolanda
10 May Team Kerala
17 May Team Merla

MASS TIMES

Sunday Masses Wednesdays & Saturdays:

Thames: 8:30 a.m. 915 a.m. in the chapel

St. Paschal's Ngatea: 10:30 a.m. with Rosary 20 minutes before Mass

Weekday Masses
No Mass on Mondays

Fridays:

Rosary at 11:00 a.m.

and Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament
Mass at 12:15 p.m. in the chapel
(Reconciliation is available during Adoration)

Tuesdays & Thursdays:
515 p.m. in the chapel
with Rosary 20 minutes before Mass

St. Francis Youth Group
Stay connected between meetings! Follow us for behind-the-
scenes fun and quick updates on all our upcoming activities.

l@l @stfrancisyouthgroupthames ﬂ St Francis Youth Group Thames
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