The Most Holy Trinity — Year A

SUNDAY
MASS
READINGS

FIRST READING
EXODUS 34:4-6, 8-9
A God of compassion.

PSALM DANIEL 3:52-56
Glory and praise for
ever!

SECOND READING
2 CORINTHIANS 13:
11-13

Live in peace.

GOSPEL
JOHN 3:16-18

God so loved the world.

ST FRANCIS OF ASSISI
CATHOLIC CHURCH, THAMES

31st of May 2026

GOD SO LOVED THE WORLD
JOHN 3:16-18
We often treat the Trinity like a complicated math problem to

solve, but today's readings show us it is actually a love story. In
the Gospel, we hear those beautiful, familiar words: "God so
loved the world that he gave his only Son." God didn't look at
our messy, chaotic lives from a distance and judge us. Instead,
the Father poured Himself out by sending the Son, bound
together by the life-giving breath of the Holy Spirit.

As St. Paul tells the Corinthians, this leaves us with a blueprint
for our own lives: "Help one another. Be united; live in peace."
The Trinity is a perfect community of love, and we are invited
to pull up a chair and join it.

Where do we see the Trinity in Thames? Whenever we offer
a word of comfort, work together to ease someone's burden,
or simply welcome a neighbour with open arms, we are
reflecting that divine community. We are showing the world
that God’s tenderness and compassion are alive and well right
here.

¥y Welcome to St. Francis of Assisi, Thames.

Visitors and parishioners alike are invited to join
us for morning tea in the Parish Centre after
Mass.



THE PRAISES OF GOD

"You are Three and One, Lord God of gods; You are good, all good, the highest good.”
— St. Francis of Assisi

On Trinity Sunday, we celebrate a God who is not an isolated ruler, but a perfect
community of love. This truth was the very heartbeat of St. Francis's spirituality. He
didn't see theology as a puzzle to solve; he saw it as a relationship that demanded a
song of praise.

The Gift of the Trinity

Our Gospel today features the famous words, "God so loved the world that he gave his
only Son." St. Francis took this divine generosity completely to heart. In his famous
prayer, The Praises of God—which he wrote on a small piece of parchment for his friend
Brother Leo—Francis simply lists the attributes of the Trinity. He writes: "You are love,
charity; You are wisdom, You are humility, You are patience, You are beauty." For St.
Francis, every good thing in creation was a direct reflection of the Father, Son, and Holy
Spirit pouring themselves out for us.

Our Shared Mat

In this Jubilee year, we are invited to move from simply believing
in the Trinity to living the Trinity. St. Paul gives us a very practical
way to do this in our second reading: "Help one another. Be
united; live in peace."
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When we support a struggling neighbour in Thames, work

through a disagreement with grace, or simply share a meal in

true fellowship, we are imitating the Trinity. We become a living W
icon of God’'s communal love. We don't have to navigate life's

stresses alone, because we belong to a divine family that

promised to be with us "always, to the end of the age."

Auto Payment is one way parishioners may choose to support
the parish. This helps maintain parish life and services
Q throughout the year, including times when you may be away.
O We are grateful for your generosity and ongoing support.
RC Bishop of Auckland Parish Account Thames
y 02-0108-0706566-000
PLEASE NOTE: WE ONLY HAVE ONE COLLECTION

For priestly maintenance, you may contribute to the House account.
RC Bishop of Auckland Coromandel Region House Account 02-0108-0706566-001



Combined Church Service - Sunday 31 May
You are warmly invited to a Combined Church Service this
Sunday at 5:30 PM at Elim.

This gathering is an opportunity for local churches to celebrate
what God is doing in our communities, encourage one another,
and express our shared unity in Christ.

A light supper and fellowship will follow the service. All are

welcome.

Rebuild My Church - Dr Mary Healy

Join internationally renowned Catholic theologian Dr Mary Healy this June at the
Cathedral of the Blessed Virgin Mary, Hamilton, for Rebuild My Church — a three-night
formation series (9-11 June).

Through engaging teaching on Scripture and the Holy Spirit, Dr Healy will explore the
power of God's Word, the life of the Holy Spirit, and our call to live our faith today.
Additional events include a clergy workshop (Awakening the Gifts of the Faithful) and a
leadership formation day for clergy, diocesan staff, and parish leaders.

E E A wonderful opportunity for anyone seeking to deepen their faith
and grow in service to the Church.
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. 2 a Please scan the QR code for full details and registration.
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Thank You, Windfall Supporters
A heartfelt thank you to all our loyal Windfall supporters.

Windfall's fundraising focus for 2026 is the repair of the beautiful
stained-glass windows in the sanctuary. The window frames are
deteriorating and require urgent attention.

Good news for our players! With five Saturdays in May, there is an
extra opportunity to win one of our weekly prizes.
Good luck!

Winter Safety Tip

As the weather becomes colder, please take extra care when
walking around the church grounds. Wet paths, steps, and
entrances can become slippery. Wear appropriate footwear and

use handrails where available.




CHURCH WEEKLY ROSTER

READERS

31May Gill Benton | Shelley Johnson

7 June Peter McAuliffe | Karina Strange
14 June Rio Maulana | Margaret Quinn
MINISTERS OF EUCHARIST / SACRISTAN
31 May Rio| Yolanda | Barbara | Rio

7 June Rio | Michael | Ben | Rio

14 June Margie | Jubin | Yolanda | Margie
ALTAR SERVERS

31 May Jaren | Rillaniya | Sia | Miguelle
7 June Marilyn | Serah | Ayla | Ephrita
14 June Jaren | Avery | Sia | Luke
OFFERTORY / GIFTS

31 May Arosh | Olivia

7 June Olivia | Kristina

14 June Pearce | Samantha

FLOWERS

June Shelley

July Michelle

August Liz

CHURCH CLEANING

June Wk 1 Group 1

Jenny Cooper | David Cooper |

Eileen Henderson

MORNING TEA

31 May Team Pastoral Council

7 June Team Yolanda

14 June Team Kerala

MASS TIMES

PARISH INFORMATION

Presbytery
111 Baillie Street, Thames 3500
Ph: 07 868 6169

Fr. Adrianus Nahal OFM
Mob: 022 018 3991
Email: adrianusnahalofm@gmail.com

Fr.Yornes Panggur OFM
Mob: 022 525 9931
Email: yornespanggur@gmail.com

Parish Office

111 Baillie Street, Thames 3500

Secretary: Rio Maulana

Ph: 07 868 9407 Mob: 022 388 7782

Email: stfrancisparish.thames@gmail.com

St. Francis School

202 MacKay Street, Thames 3500
Principal: Christian loka

Ph: 07 868 7655

Email: office@stfrancis-thames.school.nz

Ministry to the Sick/Elderly & Pastoral Care
Coordinator: Sister Paula Cronin

Ph: 07 868 6310

Email: sisterp3@outlook.com

Sunday Masses
Thames: 8:30 a.m.
St. Paschal's Ngatea: 10:30 a.m.

Weekday Masses
No Mass on Mondays

Tuesdays & Thursdays:
515 p.m. in the chapel
with Rosary 20 minutes before Mass

Wednesdays & Saturdays:
915 a.m. in the chapel
with Rosary 20 minutes before Mass

Fridays:

Rosary at 11:00 a.m.

and Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament
Mass at 12:15 p.m. in the chapel
(Reconciliation is available during Adoration)

l@l @stfrancisyouthgroupthames

St. Francis Youth Group

Stay connected between meetings! Follow us for behind-the-
scenes fun and quick updates on all our upcoming activities.

ﬂ St Francis Youth Group Thames
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