
THE PRESENCE OF ABSENCE

The Ascension can feel like a paradox. We watch Jesus
disappear into the clouds, and yet His final words are, "I am
with you always." He isn't saying goodbye; He is saying, "I am
going, so I can be with you in a new way."

When Jesus "ascends," He is no longer limited by time or a
specific location. He doesn't belong to the disciples in that
upper room anymore; He belongs to everyone, everywhere.
The Ascension is the moment Jesus moves from being among
us to being within us. Our task isn't to stand looking up at the
sky, but to look out at the world. Christ has entrusted His
mission to us. As we take up the "Great Commission" to make
disciples, we discover that He is closer to us than ever before—
guiding our steps, speaking through our kindness, and loving
through our lives. We are the signs of His continued, living
presence.

MATTHEW 28:16-20
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SUNDAY
MASS
READINGS

FIRST READING
ACTS 1 : 1 - 1 1
The Lord Ascends .

SECOND READING
EPHESIANS 1 : 17-23
The Power  of  Chr ist .

GOSPEL
MATTHEW 28:16-20
I  am with you a lways .

PSALM 46:2-3 ,  6-9
God mounts  his  throne
with joy .

Welcome to St. Francis of Assisi, Thames.
Visitors and parishioners alike are invited to join
us for morning tea in the Parish Centre after
Mass.



Living the Commission 
Today In this Jubilee year, we are reminded that we are the "successors" of that mission
right here in Thames. We don't need to travel to the other side of the world to be
apostles. Every time we speak a word of peace in a tense situation, or offer a hand to

The Open Road
St. Francis had a different vision. He told them, "The world is our
cloister." He believed that to follow the ascending Christ, the
friars couldn't stay hidden behind walls. They had to go where
the people were—into the marketplaces, the fields, and the
homes of the poor. Like the disciples in the Gospel, they were
sent out with nothing but a message of peace and the "Great
Commission" in their hearts.

Auto Payment is one way parishioners may choose to support
the parish. This helps maintain parish life and services
throughout the year, including times when you may be away.
We are grateful for your generosity and ongoing support.

RC Bishop of Auckland Parish Account Thames
02-0108-0706566-000
PLEASE NOTE: WE ONLY HAVE ONE COLLECTION

For priestly maintenance, you may contribute to the House account.
RC Bishop of Auckland Coromandel Region House Account  02-0108-0706566-001

THE WORLD IS OUR CLOISTER

"Go, my dear brothers, two by two through the different parts of the world,
announcing peace to the people." — St. Francis to his first companions

someone in need, we are fulfilling the promise of the Ascension. We are proving that
though Jesus is "seated at the right hand of the Father," he is still very much active
through us.

A Jubilee Invitation 
This week, look at your daily routine—your work, your shopping, your walks—as your
"cloister." How can you bring a sense of the Ascension’s "joy and hope" into those
ordinary spaces?

When we celebrate the Ascension, we remember Jesus sending his disciples to "make
disciples of all nations." For St. Francis, this wasn't just a historical event—it was a daily
reality. In the early days of the Franciscan movement, his brothers wanted to build a
monastery (a "cloister") where they could stay safe and pray.



An Evening with Our Youth Group
Last Saturday’s Youth Group gathering was a
wonderful evening of friendship, activities, and
community building for our young parishioners. A
special thank you to Elisa Lakai, who travelled from
Auckland to assist with the formation and support
of the Youth Group. The next Youth Group meeting
will be announced in an upcoming newsletter.

Study Theology at the University of Otago
The Theology Programme at the University of Otago offers opportunities to study

Theology, Biblical Studies, Church History, Ministry, Pastoral Theology, Chaplaincy, and

Māori and Pacific approaches to Christian Theology. Study on campus or by distance

learning anywhere in Aotearoa New Zealand. Semester 2 begins on 13 July.

For papers and enrolment, go to:

https://www.otago.ac.nz/theology/study/papers/

https://www.otago.ac.nz/study/enrolment/

To keep up to date, like us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/theologyotago

FRANCISCAN VOCATION DINNER - AUCKLAND

Single men aged 18-40 are warmly

invited to an evening of prayer,

fellowship, and conversation with the

Franciscan Friars.

Wednesday, 27 May - 6:00 PM
Mass and Evening Prayer followed by a

shared meal.

St. Francis Retreat Centre
50 Hillsborough Road, Mt Roskill,

Auckland

A welcoming opportunity to learn more

about Franciscan religious life and ask

questions in a relaxed setting.

RSVP / Enquiries
Br Philip Jeffares OFM - 021 041 4642

Br Yornes Panggur OFM - 022 525 9931

vocations@franciscans.org.au



Presbytery
111 Baillie Street, Thames 3500
Ph: 07 868 6169

Fr. Adrianus Nahal OFM
Mob: 022 018 3991
Email: adrianusnahalofm@gmail.com

Fr. Yornes Panggur OFM
Mob: 022 525 9931
Email: yornespanggur@gmail.com

Parish Office
111 Baillie Street, Thames 3500
Secretary: Rio Maulana
Ph: 07 868 9407 Mob: 022 388 7782
Email: stfrancisparish.thames@gmail.com

St. Francis School
202 MacKay Street, Thames 3500
Principal: Christian Ioka
Ph: 07 868 7655

Ministry to the Sick/Elderly & Pastoral Care
Coordinator: Sister Paula Cronin
Ph: 07 868 6310
Email: sisterp3@outlook.com

May Wk 1 Group 3   
Mary Wenzlick | Judy Thomas

CHURCH WEEKLY ROSTER 

PARISH INFORMATION

Mary W.
Shelley
Michelle

READERS

MINISTERS OF EUCHARIST / SACRISTAN

OFFERTORY / GIFTS

MORNING TEA

FLOWERS

ALTAR SERVERS
17 May
24 May
31 May

CHURCH CLEANING

MASS TIMES

Sunday Masses
Thames: 8:30 a.m.
St. Paschal’s Ngatea: 10:30 a.m.

Weekday Masses
No Mass on Mondays

Tuesdays & Thursdays:
5:15 p.m. in the chapel
with Rosary 20 minutes before Mass

Wednesdays & Saturdays:
9:15 a.m. in the chapel
with Rosary 20 minutes before Mass

Fridays:
Rosary at 11:00 a.m. 
and Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament
Mass at 12:15 p.m. in the chapel
(Reconciliation is available during Adoration)

Margaret Quinn | Margaret Mabey
School Students
Gill Benton | Karina Strange 

17 May
24 May
31 May

17 May
24 May
31 May

17 May
24 May
31 May

17 May
24 May
31 May

May
June
July

Margie | Ben | Yolanda | Rio
Barbara | Michael | Jubin | Rio
Rio | Yolanda | Barbara | Rio

Haydon | Pearce
Avery | Anna Maria
Arosh | Olivia

Team Merla
Team Liturgy
Team Pastoral Council

Patrick | Lachlan | Charlotte | Darcy
Jaren | Rillaniya | Sia | Miguelle
Marilyn | Serah | Ayla | Ephrita

St. Francis Youth Group
Stay connected between meetings! Follow us for behind-the-
scenes fun and quick updates on all our upcoming activities.

St Francis Youth Group Thames               @stfrancisyouthgroupthames                           
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