SUNDAY
MASS
READINGS
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FIRST READING
EXODUS 19:2-6
Carried on Eagles’
Wings.

PSALM 99:2-3, 5
We Are His People.

SECOND READING
ROMANS 5:6-11

Reconciled by His Love.

GOSPEL
MATTHEW 9:36; 10:8
Sent to the Harvest.

ST FRANCIS OF ASSISI
CATHOLIC CHURCH, THAMES

11th Sunday in Ordinary Time — Year A 14th of June 2026
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MOVING WITH COMPASSION

MATTHEW 9:36; 10:8

In this Sunday's Gospel, Jesus looks out at the crowds and His
heart is moved with profound compassion. He sees the people
as "harassed and dejected, like sheep without a shepherd." It
is an image that often hits close to home in our own busy,
stressful lives.

But our readings remind us that we are never abandoned.
God carries us "on eagles' wings" (Exodus) and claims us as His
"treasured possession." Jesus answers the needs of the
hurting crowd by turning to His disciples and declaring, "The
harvest is rich, but the labourers are few." He then
immediately sends them out to bring healing and peace.

Today, we are those labourers. Jesus relies on our eyes to see
the lonely, and our hands to lift up the overwhelmed in our
community. We don't need extraordinary talents to make a
difference; we just need a willing heart to share the love and
comfort we ourselves have freely received.

¥y Welcome to St. Francis of Assisi, Thames.
6 Visitors and parishioners alike are invited to join
| us for morning tea in the Parish Centre after

Mass.



THE FRANCISCAN HEART

"Where there is injury, let me sow pardon... Where there is despair, hope."
— St. Francis of Assisi

The 11th Sunday in Ordinary Time brings us face-to-face with a Jesus whose heart breaks
with compassion for crowds that are "harassed and dejected, like sheep without a
shepherd." In this extraordinary Franciscan Jubilee Year—marking the 800th centenary
of the death of St. Francis—this image carries a profound weight. Pope Leo XIV has
invited us this year to move from hope into "effective, active charity." Francis lived in a
time of intense social friction and divide, yet he looked at a hurting world with that exact
same divine compassion, pointing us to Christ as the ultimate source of reconciliation.

The Cry of the Crowds

St. Francis didn't look at a broken society and see a hopeless crowd; he saw God's
"treasured possessions" waiting to be gathered into the fold. He famously ran toward the
outcasts, kissing the leper and preaching peace to the forgotten. He understood that to
answer the cry of the dejected, we cannot look away from their wounds; we must
approach them with the tender heart of the Good Shepherd.

Instruments of the Harvest

In our Gospel, Jesus declares, "The harvest is rich but the
labourers are few." For Francis, this was the ultimate call to
action. He famously sent his first friars out into the world,
two by two, to be "unarmed witnesses" of peace, building
bridges where the world raises boundaries. Today, we are
called to be those Jubilee labourers. When we offer a
listening ear to a lonely neighbour, share our time, or build
unity in our parish, we carry Christ out of the church doors.
We become the hands of the Good Shepherd, transforming

our community with effective charity.

Auto Payment is one way parishioners may choose to support
the parish. This helps maintain parish life and services
Q throughout the year, including times when you may be away.
Q We are grateful for your generosity and ongoing support.
RC Bishop of Auckland Parish Account Thames
y 02-0108-0706566-000
PLEASE NOTE: WE ONLY HAVE ONE COLLECTION

For priestly maintenance, you may contribute to the House account.
RC Bishop of Auckland Coromandel Region House Account 02-0108-0706566-001



Chit Chat Club

Join us for Chit Chat Club every Wednesday at 11:15 a.m. in the
Parish Centre. A friendly, relaxed group for anyone looking to
improve their English conversational skills and build confidence
in everyday speaking. Open to all and free of charge.

Soup and Movie Night

W Come and enjoy an evening of
vow

soup and a movie at the Parish

B AITH & SERVICESS

Centre.
Date: Friday, 19 June
Time: 6:00 p.m.

The CWL raffle will be
held on 14 June and
24 June. All welcome.

Entry: $10 per person (cash only)

Thursday Liturgy of the Word
Please note that there will be no Mass this Thursday. A Liturgy of the Word will be
held instead at the usual time.

Sacrament of Initiation

Congratulations to the children who are preparing to receive the Sacrament of
Initiation on 19 July. Please keep them in your prayers as they continue their journey
of faith. Children preparing for the Sacrament of Initiation: Sonya Kirby, Jasmine
Taylor, Varghese Lijosh, Olivia Rosemary Wenzlick, Pearce Edward Regis, Luke
Adrian Jimenez, and Eonharvy Abhilash Bosco.

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA)

Our RCIA programme begins on 13 June. The programme remains open to anyone
interested in learning more about the Catholic faith or considering becoming Catholic,
and they are still welcome to join.

For further information, please contact Sr Paula or Rio

Windfall Fundraiser

Thank you to everyone who supported our Windfall fundraiser, and congratulations to
all our winners!

The next phase of the game begins on 1 July. Participants are asked to make their $60
payment by 25 June.

Windfall Charitable Trust

BNZ 02-0456-0189390-000

Thank you for your continued support.




CHURCH WEEKLY ROSTER
READERS

14 June Rio Maulana | Margaret Quinn
21 June Jaren Lewis | Margaret Mabey
28 June School Students

MINISTERS OF EUCHARIST / SACRISTAN
14 June Margie | Jubin | Yolanda | Margie
21 June Rio | Ben | Barbara | Rio

28 June Michael | Jubin | Neyoni | Rio
ALTAR SERVERS

14 June Jaren | Avery | Sia | Luke

21 June Ephrita | Rillaniya | Haydon | Patrick
28 June Ava | Caden | Serah | Ayla
OFFERTORY / GIFTS

14 June Pearce | Samantha

21 June Arosh | Ashan

28 June Ethan | Ephrita

FLOWERS

June Shelley

July Michelle

August Liz

CHURCH CLEANING

June Wk 1Group 2

Indian Group

MORNING TEA

14 June Team Kerala
21 June Team Merla

28 June Team Liturgy

MASS TIMES

PARISH INFORMATION

Presbytery
111 Baillie Street, Thames 3500
Ph: 07 868 6169

Fr. Adrianus Nahal OFM
Mob: 022 018 3991
Email: adrianusnahalofm@gmail.com

Fr.Yornes Panggur OFM
Mob: 022 525 9931
Email: yornespanggur@gmail.com

Parish Office

111 Baillie Street, Thames 3500

Secretary: Rio Maulana

Ph: 07 868 9407 Mob: 022 388 7782

Email: stfrancisparish.thames@gmail.com

St. Francis School

202 MacKay Street, Thames 3500
Principal: Christian loka

Ph: 07 868 7655

Email: office@stfrancis-thames.school.nz

Ministry to the Sick/Elderly & Pastoral Care
Coordinator: Sister Paula Cronin

Ph: 07 868 6310

Email: sisterp3@outlook.com

Sunday Masses
Thames: 8:30 a.m.
St. Paschal's Ngatea: 10:30 a.m.

Weekday Masses
No Mass on Mondays

Tuesdays & Thursdays:
515 p.m. in the chapel
with Rosary 20 minutes before Mass

Wednesdays & Saturdays:
915 a.m. in the chapel
with Rosary 20 minutes before Mass

Fridays:

Rosary at 11:00 a.m.

and Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament
Mass at 12:15 p.m. in the chapel
(Reconciliation is available during Adoration)

l@l @stfrancisyouthgroupthames

St. Francis Youth Group

Stay connected between meetings! Follow us for behind-the-
scenes fun and quick updates on all our upcoming activities.

ﬂ St Francis Youth Group Thames
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