
THE SACRED ART OF A CUP OF
WATER

There is a beautiful practicality in the readings this Sunday.
In the first reading, a woman notices the prophet Elisha
passing by and decides to make permanent room for him,
furnishing a small roof-room with a bed, table, and lamp. It is
intentional, active hospitality.

In the Gospel, Jesus brings this concept home to our
everyday lives, showing us that hospitality doesn't need to
be grand or expensive to be holy. He brings it down to the
simplest gesture imaginable: "Whoever gives only a cup of
cold water to one of these little ones... will not lose his
reward."

True Christian hospitality is not about entertaining in a
perfect home; it is about making room in our hearts and our
parish for others. In a hurried world, a genuine smile at the
church door, a moment of patient listening, or a hot cup of
tea shared with a lonely neighbour are modern-day "cups of
cold water."

This week, let us look around our community with attentive
eyes. When we open our hearts to welcome another, it is
Jesus Himself we are letting through the door.
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SUNDAY
MASS
READINGS

FIRST READING
2 KINGS 4:8-11 ,  14-16
Room for  the Prophet

SECOND READING
ROMANS 6:3-4,  8-11
Walking in  New Li fe

GOSPEL
MATTHEW 10:37-42
A Cup of  Cold Water

PSALM 88:2-4,  16-19
Singing of  Your
Goodness



At Sunday’s Mass, Jesus reminds us that welcoming a stranger is the same as
welcoming Him. In the early days of the Franciscan movement, this teaching was put
to the ultimate test at a small, remote hermitage in Monte Casale, where the friars
faced a terrifying choice about who was worthy of their table.

The Bandits' Bread
Three notorious bandits, who had been terrorising the local countryside, knocked on
the hermitage door, begging for food. The guardian of the house, furious at their
crimes, scolded them harshly and chased them away empty-handed. When St.
Francis arrived later and heard what had happened, he was deeply upset. He told the
friar that his harshness had pushed them further into darkness. Francis commanded
the friar to take a loaf of fresh bread and a jug of wine, track the bandits down in the
forest, kneel before them, and humbly offer them the meal as a sign of peace.

Our Shared Table
St. Paul reminds us in the second reading that through baptism, we are called to
walk in a completely "new life"—one defined by grace, not judgment. The story of the
bandits shows us what this looks like in practice. When the thieves saw the radical
humility and hospitality of the friars, their hearts completely melted. They repented,
changed their lives, and some even joined the Order! In our parish community, it is
easy to practice hospitality with those we already know and love. But the Franciscan
way challenges us to stretch our boundaries. True hospitality means creating a safe
space where the broken, the wandering, and the unexpected guest can find warmth.

THE HOSPITALITY OF THE HERMITAGE

"Let all who come to our houses, whether friend or foe, thief or robber, be kindly
received." — St. Francis of Assisi

A Jubilee Invitation
This week, how can you practice a wider
hospitality? Try to challenge yourself to smile or
start a conversation with someone in the parish
benches you’ve never spoken to before. Take a
deep breath, and pray St. Francis’s simple blessing:
"May the Lord grant you His peace, whomever you
may be."



DID YOU KNOW...

For priestly maintenance, you may contribute to the House account.
RC Bishop of Auckland Coromandel Region House Account  02-0108-0706566-001

RC Bishop of Auckland Parish Account Thames
02-0108-0706566-000
PLEASE NOTE: WE ONLY HAVE ONE COLLECTION

Auto Payment is one way parishioners may choose to support
the parish. This helps maintain parish life and services
throughout the year, including times when you may be away.
We are grateful for your generosity and ongoing support.

St John the Baptist’s birthday, which is celebrated exactly 6
months before Jesus’ birth, is one of the oldest and highest
feasts in the Christian Calendar. 1,520 years ago, it was decided
to celebrate three services for this feast: a vigil, a dawn, and a
morning service.

CWL Raffle Dates for July are 12th & 26th of July.
The raffle on the 12th July will have two draws and be $2 per
ticket.
We are raising money to support our mission in Tonga.

Movie Night - Thank You
A heartfelt thank you to everyone who attended and supported our Parish movie Night
last week. It was a wonderful opportunity to come together as a parish family, enjoy
one another’s company, and strengthen the friendships that make our community so
special.
A special thank you goes to all those who helped organise the event, prepared
refreshments, set up, packed away, and contributed in so many ways behind the
scenes. Your generosity with your time and service makes the evening a success.
Thank you to everyone who came along. We look forward to more opportunities to
gather as a parish community.

Parishioners are warmly invited to join our priests for the Clergy Jubilee Mass
on Tuesday, 30 June, at 11:00 am at Christ the King Parish, Owairaka.



Presbytery
111 Baillie Street, Thames 3500
Ph: 07 868 6169

Fr. Adrianus Nahal OFM
Mob: 022 018 3991
Email: adrianusnahalofm@gmail.com

Fr. Yornes Panggur OFM
Mob: 022 525 9931
Email: yornespanggur@gmail.com

Parish Office
111 Baillie Street, Thames 3500
Secretary: Rio Maulana
Ph: 07 868 9407 Mob: 022 388 7782
Email: stfrancisparish.thames@gmail.com

St. Francis School
202 MacKay Street, Thames 3500
Principal: Christian Ioka
Ph: 07 868 7655
Email: off ice@stfrancis-thames.school.nz

Ministry to the Sick/Elderly & Pastoral Care
Coordinator: Sister Paula Cronin
Ph: 07 868 6310
Email: sisterp3@outlook.com
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PARISH INFORMATION

Shelley
Michelle
Liz

READERS

MINISTERS OF EUCHARIST / SACRISTAN

OFFERTORY / GIFTS

MORNING TEA

FLOWERS

ALTAR SERVERS

CHURCH CLEANING

MASS TIMES

Sunday Masses
Thames: 8:30 a.m.
St. Paschal’s Ngatea: 10:30 a.m.

Weekday Masses
No Mass on Mondays

Tuesdays & Thursdays:
5:15 p.m. in the chapel
with Rosary 20 minutes before Mass

Wednesdays & Saturdays:
9:15 a.m. in the chapel
with Rosary 20 minutes before Mass

Fridays:
Rosary at 11:00 a.m. 
and Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament
Mass at 12:15 p.m. in the chapel
(Reconciliation is available during Adoration)

School Students 
Gill Benton | Shelley Johnson 
Jaren Lewis | Margaret Mabey 

28  June
5    July
12   July

28 June
5 July
12 July

June
July
August

Michael | Jubin | Frank | Rio
Rio | Judy | Yolanda | Rio
Michael | Ben | Barbara | Judy

Ethan | Ephrita
Arosh | Ashan
Pearce | Olivia

Team Liturgy
Team Parish Council
Team Yolanda

Ava | Caden | Serah | Ayla
Sia | Jaren | GoGo | Avery
Luke | Darcy | Charlotte | Lachlan

St. Francis Youth Group
Stay connected between meetings! Follow us for behind-the-
scenes fun and quick updates on all our upcoming activities.

St Francis Youth Group Thames               @stfrancisyouthgroupthames                           

28 June
5 July
12 July

28 June
5 July
12 July

28 June
5 July
12 July
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