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SUNDAY
MASS
READINGS

FIRST READING
DEUTERONOMY 8:2-3,
14-16

Manna in the desert.

PSALM 147:12-15, 19-20
Praise the Lord,
Jerusalem.

SECOND READING

1 CORINTHIANS 10:
16-17

One blessing cup.

GOSPEL
JOHN 6:51-58
The living bread.

ST FRANCIS OF ASSISI
CATHOLIC CHURCH, THAMES

Most Holy Body & Blood — Year A

7th of June 2026

NOURISHMENT FOR THE JOURNEY
JOHN 6:51-58

In our First Reading, we hear about the Israelites wandering in
the desert, feeling weary and uncertain. God didn't abandon
them; He fed them with manna—a completely unexpected
gift to sustain them day by day. In the Gospel, Jesus takes that
image of desert nourishment and elevates it to something
eternal, declaring: "l am the living bread that came down from
heaven."

The Eucharist is not a prize for the perfect; it is fuel for the
tired, the busy, and the overwhelmed. When we receive the
Body and Blood of Christ, we aren't just taking part in a ritual.
As St. Paul reminds us, sharing in this one loaf transforms us
into one body.

Where do we see this broken bread alive in our
community? We see it every time we support one another
through a stressful week, share our time, or offer a word of
comfort. Nourished by Christ, we are sent out to become
"living bread" for the people around us, bringing His strength
and presence into our daily lives.

¥y Welcome to St. Francis of Assisi, Thames.

Visitors and parishioners alike are invited to join
us for morning tea in the Parish Centre after
Mass.



THE HUMILITY OF THE HOST

"O sublime humility! That the Lord of the universe hides Himself under the little form
of bread for our salvation!" — St. Francis of Assisi

The Feast of Corpus Christi calls us to marvel at the gift of the Eucharist. For St.
Francis, the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass wasn't just a part of his Sunday routine—it was
the absolute center of his life. He was completely captivated by what he called the
"humility of God."

God in the Smallest Things

In our Gospel, Jesus says, "Whoever eats this bread will live forever." St. Francis looked at
the Host and saw a profound mystery: the Almighty Creator of the stars, the oceans, and
the hills chooses to become completely small, simple, and vulnerable just to feed us and
be close to us. St. Francis wrote passionate letters to priests and brothers across the
world, begging them to show the utmost reverence for the altar, ensuring that the
chalices were clean and the linens were pristine. For him, the way we treat the Eucharist
reflects how we welcome God into our lives.

Becoming Living Tabernacles

In this Jubilee year, Corpus Christi reminds us that when we
receive the Body of Christ, we become what we consume.
As St. Paul notes, we become one body

Franciscan hospitality means recognising that same hidden
presence of Christ in the people we encounter every day.
When we offer our patience to a stressed coworker, share
our resources, or build unity in our parish, we are carrying
Christ out of the church doors and into the world. We

become living tabernacles, bringing His nourishing love to a
world that is hungry for peace.

Auto Payment is one way parishioners may choose to support
the parish. This helps maintain parish life and services
Q throughout the year, including times when you may be away.
O We are grateful for your generosity and ongoing support.
RC Bishop of Auckland Parish Account Thames
y 02-0108-0706566-000
PLEASE NOTE: WE ONLY HAVE ONE COLLECTION

For priestly maintenance, you may contribute to the House account.
RC Bishop of Auckland Coromandel Region House Account 02-0108-0706566-001



Chit Chat Club
A new English conversation group, Chit Chat Club, will begin on

. . Wednesday, 17 June, in the Parish Centre.
The group is designed for people who would like to improve their
English in a friendly, practical, and relaxed setting. Sessions will
focus on simple everyday conversation and are open to everyone,
regardless of religion or nationality.

While the group is primarily intended for older adults, anyone wishing to build confidence

in speaking English is welcome.
Every Wednesday at 11:15 a.m. in the Parish Centre. Free of cost.

BB

Soup and Movie Night
Come and enjoy an evening of
soup and a movie at the Parish

BLAITH & SERVICESS

Centre.
Date: Friday, 19 June
Time: 6:00 p.m.

The CWL raffle will be held
on 14 June and 24 June.

Cost: $10 perp person (cash only)
All welcome.

Ministry at The Booms

We are looking for parishioners who may be interested in assisting with a short Mass
for the elderly residents at the Booms. This ministry takes place approximately once
every six weeks and is a wonderful opportunity to bring prayer and companionship to
those who are unable to attend church regularly. If you would like to be involved or
would like more information, please contact Sr Paula.

RCIA Information Meeting

Anyone interested in learning more about the Catholic faith, or considering becoming
Catholic, is invited to attend an introductory RCIA meeting on Saturday, 20 June. The
meeting is open to anyone who would like to explore the faith or find out more about
the RCIA programme.

Time: To be confirmed.

For further information, please contact Sr Paula or Rio

Reporting Hazards

If you notice any maintenance issues or potential hazards around
the church or parish grounds, please notify the Parish Office.
Prompt reporting helps us address concerns quickly and keep our

facilities safe for everyone.




CHURCH WEEKLY ROSTER
READERS

7 June  Peter McAuliffe | Karina Strange
14 June Rio Maulana | Margaret Quinn
21June Jaren Lewis | Margaret Mabey
MINISTERS OF EUCHARIST / SACRISTAN
7 June Rio| Michael | Ben | Rio

14 June Margie | Jubin | Yolanda | Margie
21June Rio | Ben | Barbara | Rio

ALTAR SERVERS

7 June  Charlotte | Lachlan | Go-Go | Darcy
14 June Jaren | Avery | Sia | Luke

21June Ephrita | Rillaniya | Haydon | Patrick
OFFERTORY / GIFTS

7 June  Olivia | Kristina

14 June Pearce | Samantha

21June Arosh | Ashan

FLOWERS

June Shelley

July Michelle

August Liz

CHURCH CLEANING

June Wk 1 Group 1

Jenny Cooper | David Cooper |

Eileen Henderson

MORNING TEA

7 June Team Yolanda

14 June Team Kerala

21June Team Merla

MASS TIMES

PARISH INFORMATION

Presbytery
111 Baillie Street, Thames 3500
Ph: 07 868 6169

Fr. Adrianus Nahal OFM
Mob: 022 018 3991
Email: adrianusnahalofm@gmail.com

Fr.Yornes Panggur OFM
Mob: 022 525 9931
Email: yornespanggur@gmail.com

Parish Office

111 Baillie Street, Thames 3500

Secretary: Rio Maulana

Ph: 07 868 9407 Mob: 022 388 7782

Email: stfrancisparish.thames@gmail.com

St. Francis School

202 MacKay Street, Thames 3500
Principal: Christian loka

Ph: 07 868 7655

Email: office@stfrancis-thames.school.nz

Ministry to the Sick/Elderly & Pastoral Care
Coordinator: Sister Paula Cronin

Ph: 07 868 6310

Email: sisterp3@outlook.com

Sunday Masses
Thames: 8:30 a.m.
St. Paschal's Ngatea: 10:30 a.m.

Weekday Masses
No Mass on Mondays

Tuesdays & Thursdays:
515 p.m. in the chapel
with Rosary 20 minutes before Mass

Wednesdays & Saturdays:
915 a.m. in the chapel
with Rosary 20 minutes before Mass

Fridays:

Rosary at 11:00 a.m.

and Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament
Mass at 12:15 p.m. in the chapel
(Reconciliation is available during Adoration)

l@l @stfrancisyouthgroupthames

St. Francis Youth Group

Stay connected between meetings! Follow us for behind-the-
scenes fun and quick updates on all our upcoming activities.

ﬂ St Francis Youth Group Thames
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