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@) St Francis of Assisi
n Catholic Church, Thames

15TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

Sunday Mass
Readings

FIRST READING
ISAIAH 55:10-11
The Rain of Grace

PSALM 64:10-14
The Seed that Falls on
Good Ground will Yield a
Fruitful Harvest.

SECOND READING
ROMANS 8:18-23
The Groaning of Creation

GOSPEL
MATTHEW 13:1-9
The Extravagant Sower

Welcome to
St. Francis of
Assisi, Thames

Visitors and
parishioners alike are
invited to join us for
morning tea in the
Parish Centre after
Mass.

D

The Wild Generosity of God

There is a reckless, beautiful extravagance in the
readings this Sunday. In the famous Parable of the
Sower, Jesus describes a farmer throwing seeds
everywhere—onto hard paths, rocky ground, choking
thorns, and good soil alike.

By human standards, this is wasteful farming. But
our God is not a cautious calculator; He is a wildly
generous Sower. The seed is His grace, love, and
mercy.

God doesn't wait for our lives to be perfectly weeded
and flawless before He loves us. He throws His grace
generously into our messy, stressed, and rocky
corners, trusting that His Word will always find a way
to break through. As Isaiah reminds us, just as rain
waters the earth, making it burst into life, God's Word
never returns to HimM empty.

This week, let us clear out the rocks of doubt, pull up
the weeds of anxiety, and simply open our hearts to
welcome the seeds of grace being scattered around
us today.



The Sower of Alviano

"The seed is the word of God, the sower is Christ; all who come to Him will live forever." —

St. Francis of Assisi

In today's Gospel, Jesus reminds us that the Word of God is a living seed, capable of
producing an incredible harvest if we just give it room to grow. During his life, St. Francis
became a literal reflection of this Sower, scattering God's love wherever he walked, even
when the environment seemed loud, distracting, and completely unreceptive.

Preaching Over the Swallows

One afternoon, St. Francis arrived in the town square of Alviano to preach. A huge crowd
gathered, but a massive flock of swallows was nesting nearby, chirping so loudly that no
one could hear a single word. Instead of getting frustrated or giving up on the "rocky
ground," Francis turned to the birds and said, "My sisters, the swallows, it is now time for
me to speak.. listen to the word of God and stay quiet until the sermon is done."
Amazingly, the birds fell completely silent. The townspeople were so deeply moved by this
quiet miracle and Francis's passionate words that the entire village tried to follow him into
the forest to join his order!

The Hidden Harvest

St. Paul reminds us in the second reading that all of creation is groaning and waiting for
GCod's glory to be revealed. The story of Alviano shows us that the "good soil" is often
hidden beneath the noise and chaos of our daily lives. It is easy to look at our modern
world—or even our own busy minds—and think the soil is too full of thorns or distractions
for faith to grow. But Francis trusted the wild power of the seed. When we quiet the noise
around us, even for a moment, we allow the Word to take deep root.

A Jubilee Invitation

This week, how can you quiet
the "swallows" of distraction
in your life to let God's word
grow? Try turning off the
radio in the car for a few
minutes, or sitting in silence
before Mass begins. Take a
deep breath, clear the soil of
your heart, and pray Francis's
simple prayer: "Speak, Lord,
for your servant is listening."




Please keep in your prayers for the children who will soon receive the Sacraments
of First Communion and Confirmation:

Marcus Moreno, Ayeza Agni, Arthur and Amanda Paulo, Sonya Kirby, Johan
Lijosh, Olivia Rosemary Wenzlick, Pearce Edward Regis, Luke Adrian Jimenez,
Jake Jose, and Eonharvy Abhilash Bosco.

May the Holy Spirit continue to guide them as they prepare for this special day.

Thank you to Our Volunteers
A heartfelt thank you to everyone who generously gave their time to assist

with the recent fundraising stocktake at The Warehouse. Your generosity
and willingness to help are a wonderful blessing to our parish. We truly
appreciate your support.

CWL Raffle Dates for July are Retirement Home Service

on the 12" and 26" The raffle A communion Service will

on the 12t July will have two be held at the Booms Care

B A ITH & SERVICE)S

draws and be $2 per ticket. Home on Sunday at 11:00

a.m.

We are raising money to support our mission C
9 Y PP Parishioners are welcome

In Tonga. to join us.

Safeguarding

Our parish is committed to providing a safe and welcoming environment for everyone. If
you have a safeguarding concern, please contact the National Office for Professional
Standards on 0 800 114 622. More information is available at
www.safeguarding.catholic.org.nz

Donating by Card
If you wish to donate but do not have cash, the donation tap terminal is
now available in the church foyer. Please select the preferred amount

then hold your card against the reader to complete your donation.

Auto Payment is one way for parishioners to support the parish.
This helps maintain parish life and services throughout the year,
including times when you may be away. We are grateful for your

O generosity and ongoing support.

St Francis of Assisi Thames Ecclesiastical Goods Trust
02-0108-0706566-000
PLEASE NOTE: WE ONLY HAVE ONE COLLECTION

For priestly maintenance, you may contribute to the House account:
St Francis of Assisi Thames Ecclesiastical Goods Trust 02-0108-0706566-001



Church Weekly Roster

Readers

12 July Jaren Lewis | Margaret Mabey
19 July  Peter McAuliffe | Karina Strange
26 July Rio Maulana | Margaret Quinn
Ministers of Eucharist / Sacristan

12 July  Michael | Ben | Barbara | Judy
19July Ben | Margie | Yolanda | Margie
26 July Michael | Barbara | Judy | Rio
Altar Servers

12 July
19 July  Dimple | Miguelle | Jaren | GoGo

Luke | Darcy | Charlotte | Lachlan

26 July Haydon | Ava | Caden | Rillaniya
Offertory / Gifts
12 July  Pearce | Olivia

19July  Serah | Sia
26 July Avery | Anna Maria

Flowers

July Michelle
Aug Liz

Sept Judy/Marie

Church Cleaning
July Wk 1Group 3

Mary Wenzlick | Judy Thomas
Morning Tea

12 July  Team Yolanda
19July Team Kerala

26 July Team Merla

Parish Information

Presbytery
111 Bailie Street, Thames 3500

Ph: 07 868 6169

Fr. Adrianus Nahal OFM
Mob: 022 018 3991
Email: adrianusnahalofm@gmail.com

Fr.Yornes Panggur OFM
Mob: 022 525 9931
Email: yornespanggur@gmail.com

Presbytery
111 Bailie Street, Thames 3500

Secretary: Rio Maulana
Ph: 07 868 9407 Mob: 022 388 7782
Email: stfrancisparish.thames@gmail.com

St. Francis School
202 MacKay Street, Thames 3500

Principal: Christian loka
Ph: 07 868 7655
Email: office@stfrancis-thames.school.nz

Ministry to the Sick/Elderly & Pastoral Care

202 MacKay Street, Thames 3500
Principal: Christian loka

Ph: 07 868 7655

Email: office@stfrancis-thames.school.nz

St. Francis Youth Group
Instagram: @stfrancisyouthgroupthames
Facebook: St Francis Youth Group Thames

Mass Times

Sunday Masses
Thames: 8:30 a.m.
St. Paschal’'s Ngatea: 10:30 a.m.

Weekday Masses
No Mass on Mondays

Tuesday & Thursdays
515 p.m. in the chapel
with the Rosary 20 minutes before Mass

Wednesdays & Saturdays
9:15 a.m. in the chapel
with the Rosary 20 minutes before Mass

Fridays

Rosary at 11:00 a.m. and Adoration of the
Blessed Sacrament.

Mass at 12:15 p.m. in the chapel
(Reconciliation is available during Adoration)
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