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@) St Francis of Assisi
u Catholic Church, Thames

16TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

Sunday Mass
Readings

FIRST READING
WISDOM 12:13, 16-19
The Master of Clemency

PSALM 85
Lord, You Are Good and
Forgiving

SECOND READING
ROMANS 8:26-27
The Spirit Helps Our
Weakness

GOSPEL
MATTHEW 13:24-43
The Wheat and
the Weeds

Welcome to
St. Francis of
Assisi, Thames

Visitors and
parishioners alike are
invited to join us for
morning tea in the
Parish Centre after
Mass.

D

The Patient Mercy of God

We live in a world that demands instant results.
When we spot a flaw or a "weed" in our lives, our
instinct is to pull it out immediately. But the readings
this Sunday offer a beautiful lesson in divine
patience.

In the Parable of the Wheat and the Weeds, a farmer
discovers that an enemy has scattered weeds among
his good crop. Instead of tearing up the field, he
calmly commands: "Let them grow together until the
harvest."

Our God is that patient farmer. As the Book of
Wisdom reminds us, God chooses to judge us with
clemency and leniency. He doesn't abandon the field
of our lives because it contains imperfections. He
gives us time, grace, and space to transform, while
the Holy Spirit steps into the mess to help us in our
weakness.

This week, let us extend that same patient mercy to
ourselves and others. God is not finished with us yet;
trust the quiet, steady growth of His grace.



The Courtship of the Weeds

"Let us not judge, nor despise those who live in luxury and wear fine clothes... for God is
their Lord and ours, and He is able to call them." — St. Francis of Assisi

In today's Gospel, Jesus shows us that God has immense patience with the imperfect,
messy corners of our world. He doesn't aggressively rip out the weeds; He gives them time
to change. St. Francis lived this truth with radical love, famously teaching his friars that
even the hardest hearts are just seeds waiting for the right kind of warmth to grow.

The Three Robbers

One winter, three notorious thieves came to the Franciscan hermitage in Borgo San
Sepolcro, begging for food. The brother in charge angrily drove them away, scolding
them for living off others' blood. When Francis returned and heard this, he was deeply
saddened. He told the brother that he had acted with pride rather than the mercy of the
Gospel. Francis commanded the brother to take a loaf of bread and a jug of wine, go find
the robbers in the forest, and humbly apologise to them on his knees.

The Sweetness of Grace

The brother obeyed. He tracked down the thieves, served them bread, and begged their
forgiveness. The robbers were completely stunned by this unexpected gentleness. They
looked at their own violent lives (the "weeds") and then looked at the fierce, humble love
of the friars (the "wheat"). The Franciscans' courtesy completely broke their defences.
Touched by grace, the robbers abandoned their life of crime, corrected their ways, and
eventually joined the order as friars themselves!

A Jubilee Invitation

St. Paul reminds us in the second reading that
the Spirit helps us in our weakness. The story of
the robbers reminds us that when we try to
violently judge or pull out the "weeds" in our
lives—or in the people around us—we often
destroy the good wheat too. In this Jubilee year,
try practicing Francis's radical courtesy. When
someone tests your patience this week, breathe
through the frustration, hand it to the Holy
Spirit, and respond with gentleness instead of
judgment.

Parish Note: As our parish celebrates the Sacrament of Confirmation and First Holy
Communion this Sunday, the readings will differ from those printed in this newsletter.




THE CATHOLIC T

FOUNDATION

Caring Sunday

This Sunday we celebrate Caring Sunday, an opportunity to support
the Catholic Caring Foundation and its work with individuals, families,
and communities esperiencing hardship through out New Zealand.

The Caring Sunday appeal reminds us that even small acts of generosity can make a
meaningful difference in the lives of others.

Please consider supporting this special collection through your prayers and, if you are
able, your finacial contribution.

Thank you for your generosity and continued support of those in need.

Please keep in your prayers for the children who are celebrating
the Sacraments of First Communion and Confirmation this
Sunday:

) Marcus Moreno, Ayeza Caeli Maries Agni, Arthur and Amanda
Paulo, Sonya Kirby, Johan Lijosh, Olivia Rosemary Wenzlick,
Pearce Edward Regis, Luke Adrian Jimenez, Jake Jose, and
Eonharvy Abhilash Bosco.

May the Holy Spirit continue to guide them as they celebrate this
special day.

Donating by Card

If you wish to donate but do not have cash, the donation tap terminal is
now available in the church foyer. Please select the preferred amount
then hold your card against the reader to complete your donation.

Auto Payment is one way for parishioners to support the parish.
This helps maintain parish life and services throughout the year,
including times when you may be away. We are grateful for your

O generosity and ongoing support.

St Francis of Assisi Thames Ecclesiastical Goods Trust
02-0108-0706566-000
PLEASE NOTE: WE ONLY HAVE ONE COLLECTION

For priestly maintenance, you may contribute to the House account:
St Francis of Assisi Thames Ecclesiastical Goods Trust 02-0108-0706566-001



Church Weekly Roster

Readers

19 July Amanda | Arthur | Sonya

26 July Rio Maulana | Margaret Quinn

2 Aug Gill Benton | Shelley Johnson
Ministers of Eucharist / Sacristan
19July  Margie | Yolanda | Margie

26 July Michael | Barbara | Judy | Rio

2 Aug Rio|Judy|Ben|Judy

Altar Servers

19 July  Dimple | Miguelle | Jaren | GoGo
26 July Haydon | Ava | Caden | Rillaniya
2 Aug Marilyn | Avery | Miguelle | Ephrita
Offertory / Gifts

19July  Serah | Sia

26 July Avery | Anna Maria

2 Aug GoGo | Kristina

Flowers

July Michelle
Aug Liz

Sept Judy/Marie

Church Cleaning
July Wk 3 Group 4

Martin de Vassy | Yolanda Kirkbeck |

Eileen Henderson
Morning Tea

19July  Team Kerala
26July  Team Merla
2 Aug Team Liturgy

Parish Information

Presbytery
111 Bailie Street, Thames 3500

Ph: 07 868 6169

Fr. Adrianus Nahal OFM
Mob: 022 018 3991
Email: adrianusnahalofm@gmail.com

Fr.Yornes Panggur OFM
Mob: 022 525 9931
Email: yornespanggur@gmail.com

Presbytery
111 Bailie Street, Thames 3500

Secretary: Rio Maulana
Ph: 07 868 9407 Mob: 022 388 7782
Email: stfrancisparish.thames@gmail.com

St. Francis School
202 MacKay Street, Thames 3500

Principal: Christian loka
Ph: 07 868 7655
Email: office@stfrancis-thames.school.nz

Ministry to the Sick/Elderly & Pastoral Care

202 MacKay Street, Thames 3500
Principal: Christian loka

Ph: 07 868 7655

Email: office@stfrancis-thames.school.nz

St. Francis Youth Group
Instagram: @stfrancisyouthgroupthames
Facebook: St Francis Youth Group Thames

Mass Times

Sunday Masses
Thames: 8:30 a.m.
St. Paschal’'s Ngatea: 10:30 a.m.

Weekday Masses
No Mass on Mondays

Tuesday & Thursdays
515 p.m. in the chapel
with the Rosary 20 minutes before Mass

Wednesdays & Saturdays
9:15 a.m. in the chapel
with the Rosary 20 minutes before Mass

Fridays

Rosary at 11:00 a.m. and Adoration of the
Blessed Sacrament.

Mass at 12:15 p.m. in the chapel
(Reconciliation is available during Adoration)
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